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May 18 Membership Dinner Meeting
at The Elk’s Lodge

June 6-11 Parade of Homes

June 23 Golf Outing

July 20 Woodchucks Game

Aug.  17 WABA Picnic
at Marathon Park

Aug. 18 Sporting Clay Shoot

Sept. 16 Grand Celebration Banquet
at The Hoffman House

Oct. 19 Parade of Homes Kick-off
& Table Top
at the Great Dane

Nov. 16 Election of Officers/Directors
at Ferguson’s

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

OUR MISSION:
The Wausau Area Builders Association chartered in 1967 and affiliated

with the Wisconsin Builders Association and National Association of Home
Builders, is a professional non-profit trade association. Serving the

community, we represent the interests and concerns of the customer,
building trades, industry suppliers, and all facets of the building industry.

Celebrating 50 years

parade
OF HOMES

2017 SPRING

JUNE 6-11 • 12 HOMES

Membership
Dinner Meeting
Thursday, May 18 at the Elks Club
Cocktails start at 6:00 pm - Dinner at 7:00 pm
Get Ready Members for a Beautiful Event!  I will not only have
"Complimentary Beer" but you will also receive 2 free drink tickets!  Here's
what "The Elk's" is preparing for us!! Stuffed Pork Chops & Baked Chicken,
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Scandinavian Blend Veggies, Tossed Salad w /
French & Ranch Dressing, Rolls, Coffee, Milk, Ice Water Offered, and
Dessert "Ice Cream w / Chocolate Sauce!"  We will also have a "Special
Flavor 50th Anniversary Cake"!  Then get ready to be entertained...with
"Stand-Up Comedian-Scott Novotny!!"  Scott Novotny recently celebrated
his 30th anniversary of being a full-time professional stand-up comedian.
Over that time, Scott has had people laughing from coast to coast with his
clean, non-offensive, very funny observations and humor. Armed with only
great comedy material, a wonderful sense of timing, and some physical
comedy that is sure to make you laugh! Watch for your email invite & get
your reservation in...You don't want to miss this one!!  Let's have a packed
house!!   Gloria Fenhaus / Director & Chairman of Events

Membership
Dinner Meeting
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WISCONSIN
BUILDERS
ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Hello Everyone,

WABA just had our Silent Auction night on April
27th. Thank you for everyone that participated and
made this event a great success again this year.
I’d like to say a big thank you to everyone who
donated an item and had a super fun time bidding
and competing with our fellow members during our
live auction portion. 

Our Auction Night event has new meaning for us
as an Association and an industry. President

Trump just last week suggested raising the tariff on Canadian Lumber
imports by 3% to 24% depending on the wood product type. The
funds raised during the Auction can have an instant effect on
promoting our core idea of affordability in housing by reaching out to
our Legislators and reminding them of the importance housing plays in
a strong economy. These funds can be used and directed by you the
members to our Congressmen and women in Washington to help
NAHB convince President Trump’s Cabinet members and Advisors to
remove restrictions from the building industry as a whole. 

May Dinner meeting will be held at The Elk’s Lodge in Downtown
Wausau. Gloria is planning extra entertainment for us that evening, so
please sign up to attend today! WABA will also be inviting our
scholarship recipients from both the local high schools and NTC
Residential Design program. Again, please try to make time to attend
and help recognize these students’ hard work. It is a great opportunity
for our members to see how our volunteer efforts can promote and
have a positive impact on the future of our industry.

Anniversary Committee will have another special Anniversary year
raffle and of course yummy cake for dessert. Please try to attend to
get to know the other members and have a great time socializing and
networking while we support the Building Industry.

Let’s hope for dryer and warmer weather during May for our Parade of
Homes Builders so that they are able to get some grass to grow! (Ha
ha. We can hope.)

May the Love of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and the promise of
everlasting life with his resurrection on Easter morning, bring the
power of the Holy Spirit into each of our homes this year to guide  and
lift up our hearts when we feel down.

Cory Sillars, 2017 WABA President

With Sympathy ...
We would like to extend our deepest sympathy to the families of Bob
Gaffney of Gaffney Construction, who passed away in early April.  
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RENEWING MEMBERS

MEMBER
INFORMATION

BMO Harris Bank   
Composite Envisions LLC

RC Pavers

NEW MEMBERS

Bay Therm
INSULATION, INC.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Certified Optima Blown In Blanket System
Spray Applied Urethane Foam Application

Fiberglass Batts & Blown • Sound Control Batts

Contact Nap Wilz

Mobile: 920-419-3881
Toll Free: 800-804-7492

715-581-0518
Serving the Wausau Area

nap.wilz@installed.net

Abby Bank
ABC Supply Co. Inc.    

ABT Foundation Solutions Inc.
Bob's Electric of Wausau

Carpet City
Century Concrete Foundations Inc.

Complete Crete LLC
Cordova Agency Inc.

Dream Systems
Elite Custom Cabinetry Inc.

Elite Plumbing Plus LLC
Emmerich & Associates Inc.

Ferguson Enterprizes
First Bank Financial Centre

Hallmark Building Supplies Inc.
Hurtis Heating & Air

Krueger Water Systems LLC
Merrill Sheet Metal Works Inc.
Northcentral Technical College

Nigburs Fine Furniture Inc.
Prime Design Construction LLC

Re/Max Excel Realty
Rib Mountain Glass Inc.

Schwanz Custom Homes LLC
Seth Jozwiak Construction

Thorcraft Custom Kitchens LLC
Timber River Custom Homes & Design LLC

Vanderkoy Bros. Drywall LLC

CONGRATS!
Congratulations to Dan Detert for
his 25 years of service at REI!

either Which Way
Did you know that "dammit i'm mad" spelled

backwards is "dammit I'm mad"?

JOKE OF 
THE MONTH
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

MAY 2017

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

ITEMS FOR

NEWSLETTER DUE
BOARD

MEETING - 4 pm

Home Show Committee
Meeting - 4:00 pm

Membership Committe
Meeting at 4:30 pm

POH Committee
Meeting - 4:30 pm

Dinner Meeting

BY into B Committe
Meeting at 4:30 pm

Night Out in Marshfield 
5-7 at Furniture &

ApplianceMart
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is to build quality into every window and door I handcraft.

We’re for the visionaries™ | For almost 70 years, we’ve created professional-grade windows and doors that are built to 
higher standards.  Each product we make is uniquely handcrafted to the most exact speci�cations.  Our team of craftspeople 
focus on building one window or door at a time, allowing us to focus on the details that make each project unique.  This level 
of quality comes with a seemingly endless variety of options to customize each made-to-order product.   Kolbe-kolbe.com

I’m proud to build Kolbe windows and doors, which helped create this amazing home. 
No matter the size of the project, excellence is something Kolbe won’t compromise on. 
My custom craftsmanship helps create impressive homes with spectacular living spaces.

My vision...

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

JUNE 2017

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

ITEMS FOR

NEWSLETTER DUE

BOARD
MEETING - 4 pm

Home Show Committee
Meeting - 4:00 pm

Membership Committe
Meeting at 4:30 pm

BY into B Committe
Meeting at 4:30 pm

Golf Outing at
Pine Valley
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If a new home is in your future, 
let us help you explore your options.

Call 888.929.9902 to 
schedule an appointment today.

We make mortgages easy and hassle free

www.bankpeoples.com 

All loans subject to credit approval. Member FDIC

www.bldr.com
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ADD VALUE, PLEASURE TO YOUR HOME WITH A
WELL-TENDED YARD 

HOMEOWNERSHIP
Reprinted from NAHB website

Do you and your family have fun in your yard — or is it just unused space that means you have a long list of chores every
weekend? 

A well-planned yard gives you extra room to enjoy without adding a tremendous amount of upkeep. If your yard could use a little
love, it's time to make a master plan to add enjoyment and value to your home.

Step 1: take inventory

First, walk around your property. Note how your house sits on the lot, where your garage, tool shed, deck, pool or other
structure is and what plants you have now. 

Think about what you would like to have a year from now. Is it more trees for shade, more grass to play in, a flower or herb
garden for cutting, or just reworking an area that takes too much time to maintain? 

Once you know what you want, it's time to start thinking about the plants you will need. 

Step 2: Select the right Plants

A healthy, lush and vibrant lawn or garden starts with your choice of plants. Choose trees, flowers, shrubs and other plants that
grow well in your area. This may sound limiting, but by choosing plants that are native or tested to be tolerant of the weather in
your area, your yard will require less work and give you better results. 

Visit your local garden center, arboretum or botanical garden for advice and ideas. Look for sections that are like your yard, and
choose plants that grow well there whether you want brilliant flowers, ground cover, shrubbery or herbs. 

Step 3: get to Know Your Yard

It is very important to monitor the cycles of light and moisture in your yard. Late summer is
a good time to note where the sun is at different times of the day and to record how much
water is available naturally. Watch for areas of day-long shade, and do not put sun-loving
plants in those spots.

Likewise, don't put shade plants where they get full sun all day. In addition, take a sample of
the dirt in your yard to a county extension agent or garden center, and ask them to
determine the pH and chemical composition of your soil. Your soil's characteristics will have
a significant impact on what you will be able to grow successfully.

While you are at the garden center or arboretum, listen for tips such as planting a low
water-demand plant at higher elevation. Excess moisture from rain or watering will trickle
down from the low water-demand plant to the thirstier plant nearby. In general, selecting
disease-resistant, drought-tolerant plants makes sense no matter what you plan to do in
your yard.

Step 4: Add Shape and texture

Two key elements of a beautiful garden are shape and texture. Think of your landscape as a photograph or painting framed by
plants. Larger trees and plants belong in the back of your yard, medium-sized shrubs and flowers go in the middle of the visual
field and short, smaller plants go in the front. 

To give shape to your garden, select a variety of plants with different shapes and sizes. 

Texture comes from plants with a variety of leaves — shiny hosta, fuzzy herbs, dull azalea, prickly yucca or aloe. Also, keep
architectural details in mind when you choose plants. Rough, textured plants will highlight stucco walls, but a picket fence will
look better with soft flowers and gentle vines. 

Don't forget to look at your yard from all angles, including noticing what you'll see when you look through the windows from
inside your home.

By taking the time to think through what you want your yard to look like, and noting what your limitations are, you'll have greater
success with your efforts. In addition, you'll spend more time enjoying your yard instead of working in it, and you'll see an added
benefit when you sell your home: A well-planned landscape adds value to any piece of property.
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Advocacy Day at the Capitol
Follow-Up Survey Shows
Positive Feedback 

On Thursday, March 16th, sixty
members from across the state
traveled to Madison for WBA’s
new version of our state lobby
day, the WBA Advocacy Day at
the Capitol.  This year’s event
was hosted at the Madison Club
in downtown Madison which

provided a central location for members to then travel to the
state capitol to lobby on behalf of public policy items ensuring
more affordable housing options for Wisconsin families.

Those who attended the event were sent a follow-up survey
via email to get their opinion of the day’s events to help plan
for 2018.  We are happy to report that, on a scale of 1 to 5
(with 5 being “very satisfied”), the vast majority of the
responses to various aspects of the day were rated at a level
of 4.71 or higher. 

When asked “Please rate your level of satisfaction with the
overall formatting of the day (the basic itinerary of having
speakers, a briefing, and private meetings) to structure the
day,” 21 members were “very satisfied” while 3 members
were “somewhat satisfied.”

When asked about the most enjoyable speaker, Governor
Walker rated the highest with State Senator Roger Roth and
John Nichols and Christian Schneider close behind.

Some suggestions we are strongly considering for next year
include merging the last panel discussion/speaker with the
cocktail hour to conserve time for members who have a
longer drive home, and looking for day where members can
catch more legislators in their offices. 

The trickiest part for any association planning an event like
this is the unpredictability of legislator’s calendar.  When
looking at the session calendar for 2018, we may be able to
increase the likelihood of legislators being available if we hold
the event during a week that they are in session and move
the event to a Wednesday versus a Thursday.

That being said, we are looking at Wednesday, February 21,
2018 as a possible date to hold the event next.  This date
would be about a month after our Member Meeting Day,
Annual Meeting, and Installation Dinner, as well as being past
the NAHB International Builders’ Show.

Finally, we’d like to thank those that attended this year!  As
you may recall, this change to a stand-alone event was one
of the items contained in the WBA Strategic Plan, and it
appears to have been a positive change.  We look forward to
improving the event and increasing member participation in

2018 and beyond.

Former two-time State Senator tim Cullen Decides
Against run for governor

The one candidate who seemed to be most ready to formally
announce a campaign challenging Governor Scott Walker
decided against a run last week.

Former two-time State Senator Tim Cullen announced his
decision not to launch a run for governor in the Capitol Press
Room on March 29th.  Cullen had indicated earlier this year
that he was moving towards a run to challenge Walker, and
that he would likely file the paperwork necessary to start
raising money for a run.

In his statement, Cullen said, “Several people who have run
statewide campaigns have all told me the same thing: I need
to commit to spending three to four hours every day on the
phone calling potential donors. After calling friends in the past
few weeks, I decided I would not go the next step: calling
strangers, which I would consider a demeaning part of politics
today. This is a very sad commentary on the state of
democracy and elections in Wisconsin.”

Press reports from the impromptu press conference indicated
the main reason that Cullen decided against a run was the
huge time commitment he would need to make to raise big
money, not only for a likely primary but also in the run against
Walker.

With the election for governor in Wisconsin still 19 months
away, there is still plenty of time for others to make a run for
the seat.  Most political observers seem to agree that
candidates should be up and running sometime this summer
to make a serious challenge for the primary in August 2018
and then for the General Election on November 6, 2018.

While Governor Walker has not formally announced his
reelection plans, every single indicator is pointing to a likely
announcement of his intention to seek a third term, most
likely after the state budget is signed into law this summer. 

Want to Know everything & More About the
Wisconsin State Budget?

One of the first steps to better understand all of the provisions
of any state budget is the release of summary papers on
each state agency prepared by the non-partisan Legislative
Fiscal Bureau.

These papers are used by legislators, interest groups, and
the public to learn more about the budget without any “spin”
on the provisions either for or against the policy items.

The link to the papers on the Department of Safety and
Provisionals Services was mentioned above and another
important area for WBA members are papers specific to the
Department of Natural Resources which can be found here. 

ADVOCACY DIGEST
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For information on all the agency summaries complied by the
Legislative Fiscal Bureau click here.   

trump Budget Proposes $6 Billion Cut to HUD

From NAHB: President Trump unveiled his fiscal 2018 budget
plan today that proposes sharp increases to defense
spending along with corresponding cuts to scores of non-
defense discretionary programs.

Notably, the administration puts HUD’s funding at $40.7
billion, down $6.2 billion or 13.2% from the $46.9 billion in
2017.

It is important to note that this is the first step in the budget
process. The president’s budget is meant to serve as a
marker, but it is up to the Congress to write and submit a
federal budget. Lawmakers are expected to take several
months to go through the appropriations process, and the
final budget approved by Congress is likely to be significantly
different than the White House draft.

Nevertheless, the administration’s budget will be debated by
lawmakers. The White House budget would eliminate the
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program,
which provides communities with resources to address a
wide range of urban renewal projects. The CDBG program
received $3 billion in funding for 2017.

The budget would also eliminate the HOME Investment
Partnership and Choice Neighborhoods programs. HOME
received $950 million in funding for 2017. The program is the
largest federal block grant to state and local governments
designed exclusively to create affordable housing for low-
income households. Many multifamily builders often use the
HOME program to fund developments in conjunction with the
Low Income Housing Tax Credit.  The proposed budget
would provide $130 million, an increase of $20 million, for the
mitigation of lead-based paint and other hazards.

The HUD budget lacked specific figures regarding Project
Based Section 8 housing.

The budget also includes significant cuts to the
Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and the departments of Labor and Agriculture.

Again, this is the first salvo in what will be a long, drawn-out
process. As lawmakers focus on budget deliberations in the
coming weeks and months, NAHB will work aggressively to
remove any provisions that will harm housing and push for
elements that will help small businesses and the housing
community.

For more information, contact Jessica Hall at 800-368-5242
x8253.

Brad Boycks
WBA Director of Government and Political Affairs 
Wisconsin Builders Association®bboycks@wisbuild.org
(608) 242-5151 ext.16
Visit our web site: www.wisbuild.org

BEWARE FORECLOSURE
RESCURE SCAMS
Reprinted from NAHB website

Scammers are targeting people having trouble
paying their mortgages. These so-called
foreclosure rescue companies promise to stop
foreclosure. But they're out to make a quick buck,
and can turn a home owner's distress into
disaster.

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC), the
nation's consumer protection agency, has
resources in English and Spanish to help home
owners learn the signs of a foreclosure rescue
scam and where to get FREE help.

Access the FTC’s “Money Matters” website at:
ftc.gov/moneymatters

Home owners can find out where to get FREE
foreclosure help at HopeNow.com or by calling
888-995-HOPE (4673).

tell Your Community

The FTC also encourages home owners,
business owners, home builders’ associations
and others to share these resources with their
communities by downloading and putting on
websites the English and Spanish-language video
and Web banners.

Download "A Note to Homeowners," the FTC’s
flyer about foreclosure rescue scams, in English
or Spanish at www.consumer.ftc.gov.
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THIS HOUSE LISTED AS HOME 1
Built by Jeremy Voigt Construction

WAUSAUWAUSAUWAUSAUWAUSAUAREA BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

PROUDLY PRESENTS:

TUES. & WED. 5pm - 9pm
THURS. & FRI. 12pm - 9pm
SAT. & SUN. 11am - 5pm

JUne 6-11715-842-9510

GO TO OUR WEBSITE WWW.WAUSAUAREABUILDERS.COM
FOR DIRECTIONS TO EACH HOME

parade
OF HOMES

2017
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JEREMY VOIGT CONSTRUCTION
Address: 5126 County Road U, Wausau

HOME

1
ROYALTY CUSTOM HOMES
Address: 3407 Ridgewood Drive, Wausau

HOME

2
DENYON HOMES
Address: 6248 Tranquil River Lane, Wausau

HOME

3
SORENSEN CONSTRUCTION LLC
Address: 104 Bluestone Dr., Wausau

HOME

4
KOLBY CONSTRUCTION LLC
Address: 150 Granite Hill Dr.

HOME

5
TIMBER RIVER CUSTOM HOMES & DESIGN
Address: 3400 Osprey Dr., Rib Mountain

HOME

6
HOME

7
HOME

8
HOME

9
HOME

10
HOME

11
HOME

12

TRIM CRAFTERS LLC
Address: 4348 Hollywood Road, Marathon

BLENKER BUILDING SYSTEMS
Address: 1102 West River Drive, Mosinee

PRIME DESIGN CONSTRUCTION LLC
Address: 794 Oak Rd., Kronenwetter

DENYON HOMES
Address: 1954 Creciente Drive, Kronenwetter

TIMBER RIVER CUSTOM HOMES & DESIGN
Address: 103 Pine Hills Dr., Wausau

ROYALTY CUSTOM HOMES
Address: 415 Independence Lane, Wausau
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715-449-2279

715-842-4424

920-530-6213

715-355-9690

715-848-5194

715-344-2900

715-355-5997

715-849-5925

715-574-2890

715-359-5616

715-347-9123

715-298-2727

715-693-0100

715-573-1000

Call the companies listed below to see what
they offer our members.

WABA BUSINESS TO 
BUSINESS LOYALTY BENEFITS

WAUSAUWAUSAUWAUSAUWAUSAUAREA BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
6702 Clover rd. Wausau

reSiDentiAL
COMMerCiAL

ConcreteConstruction Inc.
DenfeldDenfeld

ConcreteConstruction Inc.
COMPLete COnCrete SerViCe

715-359-7869
715-359-3944

Poured Walls • Foundations • Holding Tanks •Floors

OVer 30 YeArS OF QUALitY SerViCe

The Area’s Oldest
and Most Trusted
Name in Concrete

Construction.
www.denfeldconcrete.com
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Join us for a
night out!
ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY 

REFRESHMENTS & APPETIZERS

MONDAY, MAY 15
5:00-7:00 PM

503 E. IVES STREET, MARSHFIELD, WI

WAUSAUWAUSAUWAUSAUWAUSAUAREA BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

Join us for a
night out!

715-842-9510 • www.wausauareabuilders.com

STOP IN FOR ACHANCE TO WIN AGAS CARD!!

COME SEE THE  
MANY BENEFITS WE 
OFFER INCLUDING:

HEALTH INSURANCE
LEGAL HOTLINE

DISCOUNTS FROM 
NUMEROUS BUSINESSES

LOBBYING EFFORTS

WOOD

CLARK

TAYLOR

MARATHON

LINCOLN

LANGLADE

Serving Taylor, Lincoln,
Langlade and Marathon

Counties, Wood Co from Hwy 10
North, as well as the cities of

Abbotsford and Colby

 

 
  
   

  
�	�������
���
������
��
���������	�����������������������
����
����
������

PLEASE RSVP BY

MAY 12TH TO

715-842-9510
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