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Game timeis at 7:05 pm

PICNIC
summer

PICNIC
Wausau Area Builders Association

Get ready for some GREAT baseball...and come on out to watch OUR
Woodchucks play!!  Our July Picnic will be held on Thursday, July
30th @ the Beautiful  Athletic Park, located @ 324 E. Wausau
Avenue-Wausau!  We will be doing something different this
year...here's the scoop! Starting @ 5:35 PM til 7:35 PM...we will be
tailgating for 2 hours, in a sheltered area...with "ALL YOU CAN EAT
& ALL YOU CAN DRINK" with game time starting @ 7:05 PM! We will also have a reserved section in the
stands...whenever you are ready to watch the game!! And the cost to you for ALL of this?? How's $5.00??!
That's right...only 5 bucks per person!!  Wow!  So mark your calendars members & guests...and get ready
for a fun evening!!  Watch for reservation announcement coming soon...and we'll see you all there!!
Director and Chair of Events,  Mrs. Gloria Fenhaus

THURSDAY

JULY 30
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MISSION STATEMENT:  

The Wausau Area Builders Association,
chartered in 1967 and affiliated with the
Wisconsin Builders Association and
National Association of Home Builders, is a
professional non-profit trade association.
Serving the community we represent the
interests and concerns of the consumer,
building trades, industry suppliers and all
facets of the building industry.

The primary goal of our association is
to provide quality, affordable housing
through community and government
involvement, while promoting high
standards of professionalism.
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JOKE OF 
THE MONTH

Two guys were fishing down by the Ohio River on different sides of the
riverbank at night. Guy number one was catching a whole bunch of fish
for his family, but guy number two hadn't caught any and was frustrated
and called out to guy number one "How come you've been catching all
them there fish and I ain't caught a single one?"

Guy number one replied, " I don’t know.... why don’t ya come on over
here?"

"I don’t know.... I don’t see a bridge, and their aint no boat, and I don’t
swim to well"

Guy number one picks up his flashlight, turns it on, and replies, " Why
don’t you walk across this here beam off light?"

Guy number two was outraged and replied "do you think am stupid?
When I get half way you'll turn it off!!!"

JOKE OF 
THE MONTH

It’s time to attend the 2015 Parade of
Homes.  June 2-7 gives everyone the
chance to see this years outstanding new
variety homes and the opportunity to
volunteer to take tickets.  If you have the
time, please give any of the builders a call
and offer your help.  

Gloria Fenhaus from Dunrite has been
doing a great job leading the events
committee and arranging our dinner
meetings. She found the magician Nick
Papageorgiao for the May meeting and a

great time was had by all trying to understand how he did it.

Alex Forer from Larry Meyer Construction gets a big round of thanks
from me on the Foundation of Knowledge meetings he has been
arranging.  This month brought Sarah Ruffi from Ruffi Law to help
everyone understand the ways to insure we get our money and don’t
fall into the big hole where the money may just disappear. 

The dinner meetings are done for the summer break, but don’t miss out
on the golf outing in June, the baseball outing in July and the Clay
shoot in August.

Enjoy the summer and try to take some time off.

Sid Sorensen, WABA President



Kolbe Gallery
Bucktrail Builders

Exit Greater Realty/Team Mohs

NEW MEMBERS
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Habitat for Humanity
Hrebik Drywall

Voigt Contracting Inc.
Hornung Well Drilling

SORRY TO SEE YOU GO

Virtual Vision
Dombeck Custom Cabinets, LLC

Ruffi Law Offices, S.C.
Timber River Custom Homes
Jeremy Voigt construction Co.

All Drywall & Paint LLC
Kulp's Of Stratford, LLC

Color
Creations, LLC

Comfort Gallery, LLC
Morgan Sand & Gravel, LLC

Menzner Lumber & Supply, Co.
River Valley Bank

Denfeld Concrete Construction Inc.
Mystic Tile

Wausau Buyers Guide
Elite Custom Cabinetry Inc.
Exterior Professionals LLC

RENEWING

MEMBER
INFORMATION

One of our Directors & Chair of Events, Gloria
Fenhaus...became a proud Grandparent during
Memorial Day Weekend with TWIN grand babies!!
Avery Jean & Austin Garrison were born Saturday,
May 23, 2015.  Parents of the twins are Justin
(Gloria's Son) & Renae Schulz. Justin is the
General Manager of Dun-rite Exteriors, in Weston. 

Birth
Announcement!
Birth
Announcement!
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DINNER
OFFER
DINNER
OFFER

The WABA is now 
allowing you, the member, to

briNg a
potential 
mEmbEr
to a dinner meeting 

frEE
of chargE!
This offer pertains to the regular dinner
meetings with the exception of the
Christmas Party and summer picnic.

The potential member MUST be a
business owner or representative of a
business that relates to the shelter
industry and each potential member is
only eligible to attend one meeting free
of charge.

WISCONSIN DELLS – Environmental and safety
experts Jason Christopherson and Ken Lassa,
both team members of the REI Environmental
and Safety team of Wausau, recently attended
the 73rd Annual Wisconsin Safety & Health
Conference and Expo presented by the
Wisconsin Safety Council (WSC).

Partnering with over 4,000 members to make
Wisconsin safer and healthier, the WSC is
dedicated to keeping Wisconsin workers safe.
The conference brings together professional
presenters for safety and environmental
compliance in a variety of topics and business
throughout the state.

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTING

CONGRATS TO OUR
FACEBOOK WINNERS:
These winners will receive 2
tickets to the 2015 Parade of Homes.

Patti Markstrum
Kimberly Kramer
Shannon Rosenow
Vicky Becker Raab
Jacki LaCerte
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parade
OF HOMES

2015 SPRING
715-842-9510

PROUDLy PRESENTS:

WAUSAUWAUSAUWAUSAUWAUSAUAREA BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

www.wausauareabuilders.com

TUES. & WED. 5pm - 9pm
THURS. & FRI. 12pm - 9pm
SAT. & SUN. 11am - 5pm

JUNE 2-7

9 Homes 
to View

SEE THE LIST OF HOMES IN THIS NEWSLETTER!
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DENYON HOMES
Address: 4502 Estate Dr., Weston
Directions: Take Hwy. 29 to Camp Phillips Rd., Hwy. X approx. 1.2 miles to right on
Ross Avenue approx. 1.6 miles to right on River Bend Road to left on N. Appache Dr. to
left on Estate Drive.  Home is located at the end of the road on the left.

HOME

1
PRIME DESIGN
Address: 1316 Bent Stick Dr., Wausau
Directions: From home number 1, take Ross Avenue West to North on Camp Phillips
Rd./Hwy. X approx. 2.4 miles to left on Hwy. N/Townline Rd. 0.6 miles to left on
Green Vistas Dr. to left on Bent Stick Dr.  Home is on the right side of the road.

HOME

2
DENYON HOMES
Address: 5702 Fieldcrest Ln., Weston
Directions: From home number 2, take Camp Phillips Rd./Hwy. X to East on Schofield
Ave.,/Hwy. JJ in Weston 2 miles to left (North) on Hunt St. to left on Callon Ave. to right
on Fieldcrest Ln.  Home is located at the end of Fieldcrest Ln on the Cul-de-sac.

HOME

3
KOLBY CONSTRUCTION LLC
Address: 1970 Nancy’s Way, Mosinee
Directions: From home number 3, take Hwy. 29 to I-39 South 12 miles to right (West) on
Hwy. 34 South 2 miles to left (East) on Dubay Dr. 1 mile to right on Hidden Ponds Dr. to
right on Nancy’s Way.  Home is on the right side of the road.

HOME

4
SORENSEN CONSTRUCTION LLC
Address: 400 Rimrock Rd., Wausau
Directions: From home number 4, take I-39 to left (West) on Hwy. 52 (exit 192) to right (West)
on Stewart Ave. 1.6 miles to right on S. 56th Ave. to left on Lombardy Dr. to right on 58th Ave.
to left (West) on Bluestone Dr. to left (South) on Rimrock Rd. Home is on the right side of road.

TRIM CRAFTERS
Address: 1312 S. State Hwy. 107, Marathon
Directions: From home number 6, take 72nd Ave. to Hwy. 29 West to Marathon
City to South (left) on Hwy. 107 (exit 156) 1.6 miles.  Home is at the top of the
hill on the left hand side after Marathon City Sports Center.

JEREMY VOIGT CONSTRUCTION CO.
Address: 4890 County Road U, Wausau
Directions: From home number 7, take Hwy. 29 to North on I-39 to left on Hwy. U
(exit 194) approx. 2 miles.  Home is on North (right) side of U.

ROYALTY CUSTOM HOMES
Address: 1001 Heritage Court, Merrill
Directions: From home number 8, take I-39 North to right on Hwy. 64 (exit 208 in
Merrill) to left on Hwy. 17 North 1 mile to left on 14th St.Hwy. G to left on Johnson St. to
right on Semling Dr to left on Heritage Court.  Home is located at the end of the road.

HOME

5
TIMBER RIVER CUSTOM HOMES & DESIGN
Address: 204 S. 68th Ave., Wausau

Directions: From home number 5, take Stewart Ave. west to right (North) on 72nd Ave.
0.3 miles to right on Highland Dr. to left on S. 68th Ave.  Home is at the end of the
road on the left.

HOME

6

HOME

7
HOME

8
HOME

9

6
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715.842.2191 | www.bankpeoples.com Always see the Potential.

• Fixed Rate
• Adjustable
• Vacant Land
• Seasonal Properties
• Construction Loans

• WHEDA
• USDA Rural Housing
• Federal VA
• FHA
• Condominiums

?In need of

          715.842.2191 | www  .bankpeoples.com715.842.2191 | www   Always see the Potential. Always see the Potential.
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SENator roth aNd
rEprESENtativE JaglEr
appEar at Wba mEmbEr
mEEtiNg day

On April 23rd we were honored to
have two influential members of
the state legislature join us during
the recent meetings held as part of
the quarterly WBA Member
Meeting Day.  

Kicking off the day, Representative
John Jagler (R-Watertown)

addressed the Advocacy Group and gave an update on
legislative happenings in the State Assembly.  Jagler is currently
serving his second term in the legislature and his first term as the
chair of the Assembly Committee on Housing and Real Estate.
One of the key points stressed by Rep. Jagler was the fact that
the Assembly Housing and Real Estate Committee has a great
track record for working on issues to address problems and
improve housing that rarely gets bogged down by political
issues.  Finally, Jagler announced that his committee would be
taking up two WBA-supported bills next week to rename some
DSPS councils (AB 110) and to require inspections of
remodeling projects (AB 111).

State Senator and WBA member Roger Roth (R-Appleton) was
also on hand to start the WBA Board of Directors meeting,
discussing his recent election to the State Senate and giving an
update on the state budget and housing-related bills.  Roth
recounted the day last year in April (April 11 to be exact) when
former State Senator Mike Ellis announced he would not seek
reelection in 2014, an announcement that triggered a flood of
calls urging him to consider running for the seat.  Ironically, Roth
was in the middle of building a home when all the calls and texts
came in on Ellis’ decision not to run!  Roth pledged to work with
WBA members and staff to continue efforts to pass public policy
items that will make housing more affordable in Wisconsin during
this legislative session.

One important issue that both Rep. Jagler and Sen. Roth were
asked to address was the prospect of a bill that would eliminate
prevailing wage requirements in Wisconsin for this legislative
session.  Both men predicted that changes would be made to
Wisconsin’s prevailing wage laws, likely in the upcoming state
budget.  What remains to be seen is if these changes are small
“tweaks” to the law or big changes that could ultimately have a
big impact on lowering property taxes (like a dramatic increase
to the threshold levels where prevailing wage rates kick on
municipal construction projects, or a change to how the hourly

prevailing wage rates are calculated).  

aNothEr vacaNcy iN thE StatE 
SENatE comiNg SooN 

The Wisconsin State Senate is up to “full strength,” to use a
hockey reference, but it will not be for long.  Current State
Senator Paul Farrow (R-Pewaukee) was recently elected to
serve as the new Waukesha County Executive.  Farrow has
announced he will continue to serve as both the Waukesha
County Executive and as a member of the State Senate until the
Wisconsin State Budget is passed later this spring.

There are already two announced candidates that will be running
to replace Paul Farrow in the State Senate.  

The first out of the gate to announce his intention to seek the
33rd State Senate Seat was Representative Chris Kapenga.
Kapenga came up just short to Paul Farrow when they both ran
in a GOP primary for the same state senate seat in November
2012 to replace former State Senator Rich Zipperer.

Kapenga stated that “Wisconsin is headed in the right direction,
and I am proud to have played a key role in advancing Right to
Work that is further improving Wisconsin’s economic competi-
tiveness.  The Senate will need an experienced leader to fill the
vacancy of Senator Farrow.” 

Also running in the GOP primary in the heavily GOP state senate
seat is workforce development professional Brian Dorow.  This is
not the first time that Dorrow and Kapenga have faced each
other in a GOP primary; Kapenga bested Dorrow for the
assembly seat that Kapenga currently holds in 2010.

Dorrow said in a press release announcing his candidacy: “I am
an experienced workforce development professional who has
created jobs and trained men and women in highly-skilled, and
extremely important occupations.  However, in addition to what
you may consider my traditional Republican positions, I bring to
this race a proven, passionate commitment to public service and
a comprehensive background in the area of public safety.

dWElliNg codE coUNcil votES oN 
NatUral lightiNg chaNgE for boNUS roomS

Recently the Dwelling Code Council met for a briefing on the final
code package that will be sent to the legislature concerning an
easy-to-use deck code and also considered a change to
Wisconsin’s natural light code.  The change to the lighting code
was brought to the attention of the committee by WBA member
and Past President Craig Rakowski.

The current code on natural light states “all habitable rooms shall
be provided with natural light by means of glazed openings. The
area of the glazed openings shall be at least 8% of the net floor

THE MONDAY
MORNING REVIEW



area, except under the following circumstances: 

(a) Exception. Habitable rooms, other than bedrooms, located in
basements or ground floors do not require natural light. (b)
Exception. Natural light may be obtained from adjoining areas
through glazed openings, louvers or other approved methods.
Door openings into adjoining areas may not be used to satisfy
this requirement.

The committee approved adding an additional exception to the
code for rooms above a garage (bonus rooms), because getting
to the current light standard for those rooms has been extremely
difficult and expensive for the homeowner to achieve.

Members of the Dwelling Code Council agreed with the change
and voted to add a room above a garage to the list of exceptions
in the code.  

This is yet another example of a WBA member bringing a
proposed change to the Uniform Dwelling Code that is then
accepted by the Dwelling Code Council.  The change to the
natural lighting code will be implemented in winter 2015/spring
2016.

thE drEam of Extra $ goES SoUth

Almost since the day Governor Walker announced his proposed
2015-2017 state budget, legislative leaders and members of the
budget writing Joint Committee on Finance have been waiting on
revised revenue estimates.  Legislators in both parties were
hopeful that revenue estimates would come back with additional
dollars to help lessen some cuts called for in the Walker budget
proposal.  

Recently the Legislative Fiscal Bureau director sent a letter to
the co-chairs of the Joint Committee on Finance saying no
adjustment is necessary to the state budget.  In other words, no
additional funds are available for legislators trying to lessen cuts
for things like K-12 education.  Director Lang said in his letter to
legislators that “we believe that the current estimates for the
three-year period are still reasonable and should not be
adjusted.”

Even without the increase in state revenues, Assembly
Republicans quickly announced that they would be working to
fully fund K-12 education in the first year of the upcoming budget.
Governor Walker had proposed a $150 per pupil cut in year one
of the budget, but then funding would be returned to its former
level in the second year. 

The challenge that still remains for the Joint Committee on
Finance is this: where will they find the money to fully fund K-12
education? 

poWtS rEgUlatioN traNSfEr votEd doWN by Jfc

The Joint Committee on Finance recently voted down two
proposals contained in Governor Walker’s state budget dealing
with the funding and regulation of private onsite wastewater
treatment systems (POWTS).  WBA has been working with a
diverse coalition on this issue for the past month.

Our coalition objected to the regulations of POWTS being
transferred from the Department of Safety and Professional

Services (DSPS) to the Department of Natural Resources
(DNR).  A similar transfer was proposed in the early 1990s and
WBA was a part of a coalition similar to the one formed to
oppose these efforts this year.

Another provision dealing with POWTS was the defunding of the
Wisconsin Fund that was established to help low income
individuals replace failing POWTS.  The fund requires those
receiving the grant to make a substantial financial contribution to
replace the system, but provides the extra funding to assure the
work is done and the failed systems do not damage surrounding
groundwater.

The committee ultimately voted to keep the regulation of
POWTS with DSPS as opposed to transferring it to DNR on a
party line 12-4 vote.  On a bipartisan and unanimous vote of 16-
0 the committee also elected to fully fund the Wisconsin Fund.

campgroUNd bill goES to govErNor WalkEr 

The state assembly recently signed off on Senate Bill 94 on a
voice vote which will trigger the Department of Safety and
Professional Services (DSPS) to consult with various advisory
code councils (including the Dwelling Code Council) to establish
a building code specifically for camping units on permitted
campgrounds. 

This bill was introduced by Senator Luther Olsen (R-Ripon) and
Representative Keith Ripp (R-Lodi) and was crafted in

Let’s Level    11

WAUSAUWAUSAUWAUSAUWAUSAUAREA BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
6702 clover rd. Wausau

rESidENtial
commErcial

ConcreteConstruction Inc.
DenfeldDenfeld

ConcreteConstruction Inc.
complEtE coNcrEtE SErvicE

715-359-7869
715-359-3944

Poured Walls • Foundations • Holding Tanks •Floors

ovEr 30 yEarS of QUality SErvicE

The Area’s Oldest
and Most Trusted
Name in Concrete

Construction.
www.denfeldconcrete.com

continued on page 12
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Bay Therm
INSULATION, INC.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Certified Optima Blown In Blanket System
Spray Applied Urethane Foam Application

Fiberglass Batts & Blown • Sound Control Batts

Contact Nap Wilz

mobile: 920-419-3881
Toll Free: 800-804-7492

715-581-0518
Serving the Wausau Area

nap.wilz@installed.net

consultation with WBA staff and member Abe Degnan during
the summer of 2014.

“With a change in the dwelling code, we can start building
these units in Wisconsin with our own materials and our own
workers, allowing our state to benefit from the jobs and
revenues involved,” Representative Ripp said. “To me, this bill
is a no-brainer. Campers are looking for these types of
camping opportunities, and we should be providing them in a
great tourist state like ours.”  

from StaNford to middlEtoN, 
rUSS fEiNgold aNNoUNcES rUN 

In what is now the political standard, former U.S. Senator and
Stanford Professor Russ Feingold announced via video from
his Middleton home that he would again be seeking the seat he
held from 1992 until early 2011.  Feingold was defeated by 5
percentage points by current U.S. Senator Ron Johnson (R-
Oshkosh) in 2010.

The video of the Feingold announcement can be found here. 

This announcement was not at all a surprise and was expected
for a number of months.

A longtime hero of those on the progressive left, Wisconsin
Democrats are excited by his return and believe Feingold has
an excellent chance to regain his seat and return the U.S.
Senate to democrat control in 2016.

Senator Johnson responded to the entrance of Feingold to the
race with this statement.  

Senator Johnson responded to the entrance of Feingold to the
race with this statement. "I welcome Russ Feingold into the
Senate race. While I was building a small manufacturing
business and creating real jobs in Oshkosh, Russ was building
Washington into the gigantic, debt-ridden, unresponsive, and
freedom-killing government we have today. Russ Feingold
wants more Washington, a more expensive Washington, and a
more powerful Washington. I want to empower people. This
campaign will give the people of Wisconsin a real choice.”

For this race rematch, the playing field will be much different in
2016 than it was in 2010. Democrats statewide have fared
better historically in presidential election years, and—on top of
this—the prime political environment in 2010 which had easily
supported the job creating businessman as opposed to the 18
year liberal is not what it once was.

Feingold-Johnson: The Sequel, coming to the airwaves in
Summer/Fall 2016, is once again expected to be another hotly
contested race, surely watched by the entire country.

Brad Boycks
WBA Director of Government and Political Affairs 
Wisconsin Builders Association®bboycks@wisbuild.org
(608) 242-5151 ext.16
Visit our web site: www.wisbuild.org
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WAUSAUWAUSAUWAUSAUWAUSAUAREA BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

SPORTING 
CLAYS SHOOT

FRIDAY 
AUG. 21, 2015
WaUSaU SkEEt & trap clUb, brokaW

registration 8:00 am 
Shotgun Start 9:00 am (rain or Shine)

$75 per shooter - $350 per team
5 person teams are Not necessary to participate

REGISTRATION FEE INCLUDES:
14 Sporting Clay Shooting Stations • Lunch and Refreshments 

Raffles will be available for an additional cost.

five Shooters per team / 100 rounds per Shooter
Side Events available:  fur & feather, flurry - $5 each

bring your own shells – 5 or 6 boxes of shot size 7-1/2, 8 or 9 only
personal four-wheeler transporation is allowed.

EyE aNd Ear protEctioN rEQUirEd - No ExcEptioNS!

business Name: ________________________________________________phone: ________________________________

Shooter #1 ______________________________________________________phone: ________________________________

Shooter #2 ______________________________________________________phone: ________________________________

Shooter #3 ______________________________________________________phone: ________________________________

Shooter #4 ______________________________________________________phone: ________________________________

Shooter #5 ______________________________________________________phone: ________________________________

No rESErvatioN iS SEcUrE WithoUt fUll paymENt
70 ShootErS maximUm

mail registration with payment to:
po box 1241, Wausau, Wi 54402

call larry meyer with questions at 715-848-0518 
or email larry@larrymeyerconstruction.com

SPORTING 
CLAYS SHOOT

All veterans who participate

will receive a special token 

of appreciation

Ladies we wouldbe delighted tohave you join us

all procEEdS Will go to thE NEvEr forgottEN hoNor flight!

for online registration go to www.wausauareabuilders.com 
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is to create custom windows & doors with exceptional detail.

We’re for the visionaries™ | For almost 70 years, we’ve created professional-grade windows and doors that are built to 
higher standards.  Each product we make is uniquely handcrafted to the most exact speci� cations.  Our team of craftspeople 
focus on building one window or door at a time, allowing us to focus on the details that make each project unique.  This level 
of quality comes with a seemingly endless variety of options to customize each made-to-order product.   Kolbe-kolbe.com

““Building Kolbe windows and doors by hand gives me a sense of pride, knowing that each of 
our customers receive products made specifically for their home. It is a great feeling to see 
our windows and doors making a statement in beautiful local homes and establishments.

My vision...
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Breanne M. Christian
Business Marketing

Wausau East

Kayla Zuleger
Chemistry

Merrill

Jordyn L. Ostrowski
Biology

DC Everest

Congrats to our 2015
Scholarship Winners!

Congrats to our 2015
Scholarship Winners!


