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Wausau Area Builders 
Assocation would like to 

wish all of our members a very 
happy and safe New Year!

President’s Message
Happy New Year to all of you!

I would like to welcome the new officers and directors to our 
board this month!  That presents an exciting opportunity to 
bring some fresh ideas to our association.  For the retiring 
board and committee members, we thank you for your service 
and look forward to seeing you at our events in the coming 
year.  Your commitment is appreciated.

2019 will be an exciting year, we have made a strong commitment as an organization 
to reach out into our local school systems and share the career opportunities that 
exist in our industries with students. The Building Youth Into Builders Committee is 
already planning for our 2019 Parade of Trades Day.

Our website has recently gotten an overhaul and we are doing more than ever to 
reach out to the public and provide opportunities to join us at our events and get to 
know our members.

Remember, WABA is YOUR organization, share your enthusiasm with the next 
Builder you do business with and bring them to our 
next meeting as a guest. Join us for the annual Holiday 
and Awards Party on January 17th.

Thank you!

Russ Utech
President 2019

Are you intersted in getting more out of 
your Wausau Area Builders Association 

Membership?  Get invloved!  We are always 
looking for more committee members.  

Contact Cara in the office to get started!  

Russ

acro plumbing inc.
904 Summer Street
Wausau, WI 54403
715-842-9425
acroplumbing@frontier.com
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Manager’s Message
New Members

Floorology..............................................................................................................................................................Kelly Knipper

Inspired By Design...................Sara Haumschild

Kitchen Tune-Up..............................................................................Robert Kuhns

Dan’s Service Plus............Dan Brandenburg

Company 23...........................................................................................................Ruan Mattson

Renewing Members
Hardwood Floors by RJB

Menard, Inc.

Overhead Door of Wausau

Mork Contracting & Design, LLC

Reif Construction, Inc.

Wisconsin Homes Inc.

L&W Supply

Christopher Electric

Pella Windows and Doors of WI

Olde Iron Shoppe LLC

Welcome!
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Built For YouTM
1.800.236.0055 www.cellcom.com facebook.com/cellcom

Offer valid 1/2/19 through 1/31/19 or while supplies last. No rain checks. Activation at time of service, service agreement and credit approval required.  New line activation or qualified upgrade required. A line set up fee, 
early termination fee, or device installment balance may apply. Additional charges on all service lines include Universal Service Fund (USF), regulatory, an E911 or police & Fire Protection Fee, and other recovery fees. Taxes, 
fees and surcharges vary and are subject to change without notice. See cellcom.com/fees for details. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. Promotional offer subject to change. Save 
$5 on Line Access: Receive a $5 access discount on any new Tablet, Mobile Broadband, or LTE Camera activation or qualified upgrade with a Flex or 2-Year agreement on the Business Unlimited plan. Additional charges 
apply. Visit cellcom.com/special-offers-business for details. Save $100: Purchase of a new smartphone with a new Flex Agreement and data subscription required.  Credit applied as a discount off full price and reflected in 
monthly installments.  Restrictions apply.  Visit Cellcom.com/save for details. 15 Day Guarantee: If within 15 days you are not completely satisfied with Cellcom’s wireless service, pay for the services you have used and return 
the equipment in acceptable condition. Other restrictions apply. See store for details. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners.

ANY smartphone with 

     a Flex agreement.

$100
OFF

Lenovo™

Save $ 5
on Tablets, Mobile Broadband, 

or LTE Connected Cameras

Happy New Year!

I hope everyone had a very happy and enjoyable Holiday 
Season.  

I would like to again welcome our members that will be serving 
as our Board of Directors for this year; Russ Utech, Kyle 
VanOrder, Shelly Talley-Nelsen, Deann Zobrak, Cory Sillars, 
Alex Forer, Travis Hoerman, Sid Sorensen, Gloria Fenhaus, 
Mike Block, Amber Gober, Keith Koenig, Rachelle Cota, and 

Gary Zarda.  We appreciate you sharing your time and talents with Wausau Area 
Builders Association!  I would also like to thank Roger Lang and Travis Hoffman for 
the last three years that they served on the Board of Directors, you have both made 
great impacts on our association while on the Board, thank you for all you’ve done and 
that you continue to do to better our group.

I look forward to 2019 being a great year for Wausau Area Builders Association.  Our 
first public event, the Home Show is gearing up and it should be a great event for us, if 
you haven’t booked your booth please do so!

I encourage anyone who is interested in joining a committee to please contact me.  
Being involved is the best way to help our association remain strong and to give back to 
your industry.

With Gratitude, 

Cara



Monthly Meeting - January 17th

Smart-Home Tech That Goes Beyond Interior Walls
Smart-home technology isn’t just for interior spaces. The growing list of smart-technology 
solutions for home entertainment, lighting, and even heating and cooling now have outdoor 
applications as well.

Many of the latest tech innovations have essentially enabled backyard spaces to become bonus 
rooms. For example:

Outdoor TVs. A number of manufacturers are designing televisions specifically for outdoor use. In addition to their ability to 
withstand the elements — from driving rain to extreme temperature swings — various models are engineered for optimal 
color and contrast in direct sun or full shade.

Invisible surround sound. From speakers that resemble boulders or other natural elements, to partially-buried, in-ground 
subwoofers, the technology exists to bring movies, music and other entertainment to life with audio that thrives in the 
outdoors.

Lighting. Advancements in LED technology allow lighting to be incorporated as part of a landscape design: illuminating 
pathways for safety, or highlighting landscape features for dramatic effect.

Heating and cooling. Automated fans and heaters designed to tuck into porch and patio ceilings can extend the use of these 
“extra rooms” beyond just the mild seasons.

Spa and pool controls. Automated heating and lighting are a plus when using these features. And some are taking it to the 
next level: A Florida home owner recently contracted with a firm that specializes in smart-home technology integration in an 
effort to create “a light and sound show that can be seen and heard from space.”

Fifteen LED fountain lights — controlled by the same system used at Disney World — are programmed to interact with the 
client’s preferred playlist. Outdoor speakers and subs are powered by four amps boasting a total of 3,400 watts. Each song has 
its own custom light show that’s called up individually on a Lutron keypad.

This guest post is from Ed Wenck, content director for CEDIA, the industry association representing those professionals who manufacture, design and integrate goods and 
services for the connected home.

Wausau AreaBuilders Association invites Members and their Guests  
to join them at the beautiful “City Grill at Jefferson Street Inn located at 203 Jefferson Street  Wausau 

5:30 PM-Cocktails
(2 Complimentary Drink Tickets Per Person) Cash bar

1/2 Barrel - Complimentary of Director Roger Lang of Lang Drilling (Thank you Roger!) 
*****Members and guests will have 2 dinner choices to choose from, of a duet-plated dinner!!

6:30 PM-Dinners:  
1st Choice:  Chicken Forestiere / Seared Norwegian Salmon

2nd Choice:  Herb Encrusted Cod / 4 ounce Filet of Beef Tenderloin (prepared at Medium)
All dinners will start out with a tasty “City Grill Chop Salad” of chopped romaine, fresh baby greens, diced tomato, pasta, 

diced onion, diced Nueske’s bacon tossed with a maple mustard vinaigrette and topped with crumbled Bleu Cheese.
All Entrées will be served with Rolls, Butter, Chef ’s Fresh Seasonal Starch du Jour and Vegetable du Jour that best 

accommodates the Entrée, Fresh Brewed Coffee, Iced Tea or Milk.  Doesn’t this sound yummy??  I can’t wait!!                                     
Door Prizes • Scholarships will be presented • Appreciation Awards • 2018 Builder of the Year 

 2018 Associate of the Year • 2019 Officers / Directors Sworn In
*****Dinners by reservation ONLY-$30 Per Person  (PLEASE NOTE:  ALL RESERVATIONS MUST BE IN BY JANUARY 12TH)  

Watch for your reservation by email, you don’t wanna miss this wonderful night!!                       
(Once reserved...no shows will be billed) *****Please bring a Door Prize...You know you love WINNING!!!

See you all there!!
Mrs. Gloria J Fenhaus

Director and Chairman of Events of the WABA
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LEARN MORE ABOUT MEMBERSHIP
 www.wisbuild.org

 (608) 242-5151
 

$6000
 REGULARLY UPDATED

 LEGALLY VETTED
 CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

 CONTRACTS
 

$1157
 PER PARTICIPANT

WBA MEMBER REBATE PROGRAM
 

$100
 PER LEGAL CALL, $35 PER

BUILDING CODE
 MEMBER HOTLINE
 

20%
 AVERAGE SAVINGS

 BUSINESS INSURANCE 
 DISCOUNTS

 THRU
 WBA INSURANCE

 SERVICES
 

LOCAL AND NATIONAL 
 3-IN-1 MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

 

AND MORE
 

PER 2250 SQ. FT. HOME

RAISED BAR FOR PASSING AUTO

SPRINKLER REQUIREMENTS
 

$3037
 

PER ACRE

ELIMINATED CONVERSION FEE 
 ON FORMER AG LAND

 

$780
 

PER $2 MILLION DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT, REFORMED PREVAILING

WAGE LAW
  

$10000
 

PER HOME, REFORMED ELECTRICAL

CODE IN HOMEOWNERS 
 BILL OF RIGHTS

  

$500
 

PER TRADESPERSON
 ELIMINATED BUILDING CONTRACTOR

REGISTRATION
 

$100
 

R-O-I On Your D-U-E-S
 

$99
 PER YEAR, TRAVEL DISCOUNTS THRU SNAZZY TRAVELER

 

PER COURSE, CONTINUING ED THRU HOME BUILDERS UNIVERSITY
 

$15
 

ANNUAL SMALL BUSINESS ASSESSMENT SERVICES THRU 
 SMALL BUSINESS GROWTH PARTNERS

 

$2200
 

10% OFF
 VIDEOS, WEBSITES,& DESIGNS THRU PARAGON MARKETING GROUP
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January Calendar
7 -  Membership Committee Meeting, 4pm

8 -  Parade of Homes Committee Meeting, noon

8 -  Building Youth into Builders Committee Meeting, 4:30pm

15 - Board Of Directors Meeting, 4pm 

17 - Monthly Membership Dinner Meeting / Installation, 5:30pm

Efficiency Begins Underground for 2019 Show Home
Home builders who want next-level energy efficiency recognize insulation as one 
of the keys to a high-performance home. That’s precisely why builders of The 
New American Home 2019 went the extra mile with insulation.

Thanks in large part to one of the project’s partners, Owens Corning, the show 
home boasts a top-of-the-line insulation package — not only behind the walls 

and within the ceilings, but also around the slab. The combined effect will optimize climate and comfort throughout the 
home.

“The manufacturers have really stepped up and helped us with some of their best products,” said Dan Colletti, builder of the 
2019 home and president of Sun West Custom Homes. “They’re putting their best foot forward and that’s enabling us to build 
a truly impressive home.”

With the home’s abundance of windows, the build team increased the R-value in the walls. And the foam insulation applied 
around the slab’s perimeter will prevent radiant heat penetration and enhance moisture control.

The efficiency goal for the project is to achieve a HERS rating below 50 — a tall order, given the home’s large size of more than 
9,000 square feet.

“To build a high-performance home with such a large footprint, you have to first understand each and every component – 
from windows to air sealing, to the roof and [to the home’s] orientation,” said Neil Freidberg, Owens Corning building science 
leader. “In doing so, we can identify and use the optimal materials in the right locations.”

Two Trails Inc. is once again partnering with The New American Home project to track and evaluate the home’s performance. 
The company’s CEO, Drew Smith, says the 2019 home is “extremely 
air tight” and on track to be among the most energy efficient in the 
program’s history.

Free tours of the home and complimentary shuttle services will be 
available to all attendees of the NAHB International Builders’ Show® 
2019 Feb. 19-21. Early-bird registration discounts for the Show end 
Dec. 14.

Do you have a topic you would like to learn more about at a future 
Membership Meeting? Contact Cara at the WABA Office and let her know!
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Construction Loan Special Offer

Member FDIC

888.929.9902 | www.bankpeoples.com  Always see the Potential.
*Must close construction loan with Peoples State Bank to redeem coupon. Must present coupon at time of application. 
Limit one coupon per application. Limited time offer expires Feb. 1, 2019. Good for residential construction loans only. 

$100 offG
et

closing costs on a  
Residential Construction loan

A very big thank you to Russ Utech and Woodland Trail 
Winery of Lakewood, WI for generously providing Wausau 

Area Builders Association with wine for our November Monthly 
Membership Meeting!  The wine was very much enjoyed and 

appreciated.

Thank You!
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Wausau Area Builders Association 

Affinity Programs 
Get more out of your membership!

Contact these companies for discounts offered 
to Wausau Area Builders Association Members.

715-449-2279

715-347-9123

715-344-2900

715-848-5194

715-849-5925

715-573-1000

Wisconsin’s Premier Design 
Center for Cabinets, Counter tops, 
and flooring. Serving the Greater 
Wausau Area & North Central 
Wisconsin.

Since 1990 Furniture & 
ApplianceMart of Wausau has 
been the premier Furniture, 
Appliance, Mattress and HDTV 
shopping destination of the 
Wausau area. 

Maher Water Corporation has 
been provides water softeners, 
reverse osmosis drinking water 
systems, and other types of water 
treatment solutions to Central and 
Northern Wisconsin and the UP.

For decades, Marcell’s 
Specialties Inc. has been building, 
repairing and renovating fireplaces 
all across Wisconsin for both 
commercial and residential 
locations. 

Inner Piece Interiors 
custom designs residential and 
commercial interiors.  We provide 
interior design services, window 
treatments, furniture, rugs and 
accessories.

Cellcom is a provider 
of communications services 
throughout Wisconsin and 
Michigan, with more than 65 retail 
and agent locations. 

Wausau Area Builders Association • 801 S 24th Avenue Wausau, WI 54401

WausauAreaBuilders.com

715-574-2890

First Bank Financial Centre 
(FBFC) is a community bank that 
has served Southeast Wisconsin 
since the beginning of time.  Ok, 
not the beginning of time, but since 
1859!  

715-359-5616

From kitchen cabinets to 
closets, Featherstone Cabinetry 
and Design can do them all!  
Call us to schedule your FREE 
consultation today!

715-842-4424

A local classifieds shopper 
delivered to around 200,000 
homes and businesses spanning 9 
markets in Central Wisconsin.

715-298-2727

At EXIT Greater Realty, it is our 
promise to be working towards the 
common goal of your happiness 
and your families future.

715-355-5997

We carry the top flooring 
brands in the flooring industry 
including Armstrong, Mohawk, 
Karastan, Shaw, and Daltile.  

715-693-0100

Serving customers with 
honesty and integrity is one of 
our highest values.  Helping you 
understand your insurance policy 
is what sets us apart from our 
competition.  

Per Mar Security Services is 
a leader in providing affordable, 
full service security solutions to 
homes and businesses in the 
Wausau, Wisconsin area.

715-355-9690

Does your business want to get on this 
list?  Contact Cara at the WABA Office!
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     Advocacy Digest
Main Goal of 2019-2020: No Backsliding on 
2011-2018 Reforms
One thing that we will be focusing on once the legislature begins their work in January 2019 is 
to make sure we protect all of the advocacy wins we have achieved since 2011.  With the same 
majorities in power in both the state senate and the state assembly, we will have strong allies in 
both houses who helped pass these reforms and will be partners to help us keep those public 
policy items in place. 
There were two significant policy changes that took place over the past two sessions that will 
help guard against changes to the building code and the passage of a single-family sprinkler 

mandate.

First, during the 2015-2016 session of the legislature, a provision was added to the state budget and signed by Governor 
Walker into law that prohibits any department mandating single-family sprinklers in an administrative rule package.  This 
was signed into law as 2015 Wisconsin Act 55, and means that any effort to pass a single family sprinkler mandate must be 
passed as bill and signed into law by the governor.

Just last session, the REINS Act was also signed into law as 2017 Wisconsin Act 57.  REINS stands for “Regulations from 
the Executive in Need of Scrutiny”.  Passage of the REINS Act last session means that any administrative rule package that is 
introduced by any state agency can be stopped by the Joint Committee for the Review of Administrative Rules (JCRAR) and 
could only be passed if a bill authorizing the promulgation of the rule package is passed by both houses of the legislature 
and signed into law.

While things will certainly be different next session with split power between the governor and the state assembly and state 
senate, the above-mentioned state statutes are an additional check on the power of the executive branch on additional regu-
latory burdens that will increase the cost of housing in 2019-2020.

Check with DSPS on Smaller Multifamily Units for Sprinkler Requirements

Recently, it has come to our attention that some members have had issues getting plans approved by the Department of 
Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) for multifamily housing units of 20 or fewer units.  The main issue in question deals 
with a commercial building code issue on means of egress when you are not required to have a sprinkler system.
We continue to talk with DSPS about this issue, and await their formal guidance that addresses the state statute on this mat-
ter and how that interacts with the commercial building code provisions on means of egress from a multifamily unit.

Until formal guidance is issued by DSPS on this topic, it is strongly advised that you or the consultants you 
work with to design smaller multifamily units contact DSPS directly to discuss design issues before you sub-
mit plans to the department.  The most direct way to get in contact with DSPS on this issue is via email at: 
DSPSSBBuildingTech@wisconsin.gov.

WI Supreme Court Race Next Up

Voters across Wisconsin will go to the polls this spring to choose a candidate for Wisconsin Supreme Court to replace Jus-
tice Shirley Abrahamson who announced she is retiring from the seat on the court that she has held since 1976.

article continued on the next page
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This open election for a coveted spot on the Wisconsin Supreme Court will take center stage this spring in what will likely 
be a very competitive and expensive race.

As of today, there are only two announced candidates for this seat and both a current sitting judges.  

Judge Lisa Neubauer was the first candidate to announce a run for the Wisconsin Supreme Court.  Neubauer has served for 
the past ten years as an Appeals Court Judge.  Judge Neubauer’s husband Jeff served as a member of the state assembly from 
the Racine area and was the former Chair of the 
Democratic Party of Wisconsin and a member of 
the Democratic National Committee.  State Rep-
resentative Greta Neubauer (D-Racine) is Judge 
Neubauer’s daughter. 

Another member of the Wisconsin Court of 
Appeals is the other announced candidate for the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court, Judge Brian Hagedorn.  
Hagedorn was appointed to the bench in 2015 
by Governor Scott Walker, and was elected to an 
additional six-year term in April 2017.  Prior to his 
appointment, Hagendorn served as the Chief Legal 
Counsel to Governor Walker for almost five years 
and also served as an Assistant Attorney General at 
the Wisconsin Department of Justice.

While races for Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice 
are nonpartisan, it is obvious by the above biogra-
phies that there are clear candidates on the right 
and left of the political spectrum.  Election watch-
ers expect a great deal money to be spent on this 
upcoming races starting sometime after January 1. 

From NAHB: Not a Lot of Lots, 
Builders Report

In a recent NAHB survey, 65% of builders reported 
that the overall supply of developed lots in their 
areas was low to very low. This is up only 1% from 
June 2017, but significantly higher than the 42% 
posted in September 2012.

The focus on lots was included in a special survey 
section in September’s NAHB/Wells Fargo Hous-
ing Market Index (HMI). The 65% of respondents 
citing a shortage of lots represents the largest low- 
supply percentage recorded since NAHB began 
periodically asking the question in the HMI survey 
in 1997.
The 65% includes 43% who characterized the 
supply of lots simply as low and 22% who said the 
supply of lots was very low. 

article from WBA - wisbuild.org
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 New offfer now available!

Would you like to see your company 
advertised in the monthly Wausau Area 

Builders Association e-newsletter?

Contact Cara at the WABA office -  
715-842-9510 /  

cara@wausauareabuilders.com

1/8 page, 1/4 page, 1/2 page, or full page 
ad spaces available!

Advertise Here!
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WAUSAU AREA BUILDERS ASSOCIATION SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

2019 HOME SHOW 
FEBRUARY 22 -24, 2019 

__-__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

There is no better way to utilize your sponsorship dollars than by reaching a targeted group of consumers! All sponsorship and 
advertising packages can be customized to fit your needs. Additional sponsorship opportunities may also be added throughout the 
year. Please contact Cara at the WABA office at 715-842-9510 or cara@wausauareabuilders.com today to begin reaping the benefits 
of your sponsorship! We look forward to working with you – simply choose a sponsorship option, then sign and return the form to             
801 S. 24th Ave. Wausau WI 54401.  Deadline for sponsorship options is December 31, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 COMMITMENT FORM – HOME SHOW 

[   ]   Ice Breaker Event      $500  [   ]   Bag        $500 
 Recognition at Home Show Event              Provide Co-Branded Bag 

Recognition in Home Show Book    Recognition at Home Show Event 
Recognition in Home Show Book 

 

[   ]   Exhibitor Lounge    $250   [   ]   Bag Item    $250 
Recognition at Home Show Event    Provide Item for guest Bag    
Recognition in Home Show Book     Recognition at Home Show Event 

 

[   ]   Grand Prize Giveaway      $500  [   ]   Wristband Sponsor      $250 
  Recognition at Home Show Event    Logo printed on attendee wristbands  

Recognition in Home Show Book    Recognition at Home Show Event  
  
       Platinum…………………$3,000                          Silver……………………….$1,000 
        Gold………..………………$2,000                                     Bronze………………..……..$500 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Name______________________________________  Company_____________________________________ 

Email______________________________________  Phone________________________________________ 

Signature___________________________________  Date_________________________________________ 

       801 S. 24th Avenue (54401)                 www.WausauAreaBuilders.com                            715-842-9510 

PLATINUM - $3,000 
 Up To Four 10x10 Booths in The Show 
 Full Page Color Ad in Home Show Book 
 Sponsor in all Media Advertising  
 Ad Banner On Home Show Website  
 A Live Radio Remote at the Home Show 

 14 – Home Show Tickets 

GOLD - $2,000 
 Up To Two 10x10 Booths in The Show 
 Full Page Color Ad in Home Show Book  
 Sponsor in all Media Advertising  
 Ad Banner On Home Show Website  

 10 – Home Show Tickets 
 

 BRONZE - $500 
 Quarter Page Color Ad in Home Show Book 
 Ad Banner on Home Show Website  
 4 – Home Show Tickets 

 
 

SILVER - $1,000 
 A 10x10 Booth in The Show 
 Half Page Color Ad in Home Show Book  
 Ad Banner On Home Show Website 

 6 – Home Show Tickets 
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 Thank You!

 Merry Christmas!


