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                       TRUSTING 
 

  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on 
your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
                 and He will make straight your paths. 
                                  Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

This winter in the Sunday morning Bible study, we have  
been studying the book of Proverbs.  One of my favorite  
verses is found in Proverbséthe verse above.  In so many ways, we like to 
trust in our own power, our own knowledge, and our own understandingðbut 
on our own, we always fall short.  As Christians, it is vitally important to lean 
upon the Lord.  There is a story I read recently from a LHM devotionaléabout 
the important difference between fear and respect. 
 

A church discovered a hive of bees had taken residence in the church bell 
tower. The first person who volunteered to move the hive was an amateur. 
Fear motivated him to move quickly, and he ended up making some costly 
(and painful) mistakes.  He was stung about ten times before he gave up on 
the job. 
 

As a result, the officers of the congregation called in a professional. That man 
respected the bees. He was not fearful of their sting. He moved slowly, 
deliberately, and without fear. The bees allowed themselves to be moved and 
never once stung him.  The sight of that respectfully cautious beekeeper 
moving that hive has stuck with me -- as has the moral of the story. 
 
Each of us encounters difficulties and all of us have our share of problems. 
These bees -- along with their hives -- are similar to situations common to all 
humanity.  The question is this: how will we handle these bees? 
 

Will we, motivated by our fear, try to move the bees on our own? If so, it's 
almost guaranteed we will make mistakes and we will be stung. Just as surely, 
we will find we have to give up with the job left undone. 
 

On the other hand, we can take our problems and hand them over to the 
Savior. Having seen every sin since the world began, having come to this 
world to offer Himself as the substitute to save us from those transgressions, 
Jesus is the one expert who can make us safe from the sting of the Law. 
 

So the moral is this: a wise Christian isn't dominated by sin's worries. Instead, 
he entrusts his sin to Jesus -- the expert who disposes of sin so the sinner 
might be safe. Even in the midst of change, we trust in the Lord. 
 

During this season of Lent which begins with Ash 
Wednesday on February 17, we have another 
opportunity to commit to trusting fully in the Lord, 
leaning on the forgiveness won for us by Jesus Christ 
on the cross.  I hope that you will join us for Midweek 
Lenten services.  Each Wednesday this Lent, each 
family will receive one item that will grow into a family 
devotional centerpiece that tells the story of Jesusô 
passion.  Blessings on your Lenten journey! 

 

  Pastor Andy 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principalôs Message 

January brought us many changes here at Trinity Lutheran School.  

Mrs. Julie Peter resigned from her Preschool/Kindergarten teaching 

position as of January 15
th
.  I would like to thank Mrs. Karen 

Bergmann who has stepped in and filled the vacancy during this 

period of transition.  During these past two weeks we tried to find a 

long term substitute to finish the school year and find the best 

possible solution for the future.  After considering all our options, we 

have come up with a plan that not only deals with the current issues 

but addresses the future needs of Trinity Lutheran School. 

Mrs. Frick is going to begin teaching Preschool/Kindergarten 

February 1
st
.  Mrs. Frick has fourteen years of experience teaching 

preschool to three and four year olds.  Her educational degree is in 

both elementary education and early childhood education.  She is 

also a familiar face to the young children.   Her teaching style is 

ñhands onò which is important to capture the attention of young 

children. 

Why are we making this change now?  Young children need stability.  

This will stabilize the Pk/K classroom for this year and into next year.  

With Preschool Preview Day  coming up in March, it is important for 

potential students and parents to see who their teacher will be, what 

the classroom will look like, and how the classroom functions.  This 

classroom needs to continue to be a ñshow pieceò to attract new 

students to our school. 

On February 1
st
, Ms. Louetta Lavin will begin teaching the 5

th
 & 6

th
 

grade students.  Ms. Lavin has been a regular substitute in our 

building for the last several years.  She is familiar with our school and 

our routines.  She has also served as a long term substitute in the 5
th
 

& 6
th
 grade classroom during the maternity leave of Mrs. Van Rixel.  

She is a member of our congregation and has a great love for the 

children and our school. 

Why disrupt as second classroom to accomplish this?  The 5
th
 & 6

th
 

grade classroom is a very resilient class with no behavioral issues.  I 

donôt feel a change at this level would be as disruptive as it has been 

for the younger students.  Mrs. Frick will still be in the building to help 

the students before and after school.  She will also be here to help 

Ms. Lavin during the transition. 

As we make plans for next year and consider calling a 5
th
 & 6

th
 grade 

teacher, we can look for someone that has strengths that we are 

currently lacking.  It would be great to have a teacher who has skills 

in technology and Language Arts.  These are areas that I feel need 

to be strengthened in the upper grades. 

Although the change of staff has caused a definite disruption, I see it 

as an opportunity to make improvements to our school that will 

benefit all the students in the long run.  We ask that God would guide 

and bless Trinity as we move forward. 

      Dean Frick 
      Principal 
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Church News & Events  
 

Trinity Ladies Aid/LWML 
 

Trinity Afternoon LWML met January 6, Kaye 
Natzke led the mite devotion with this message:  
ñToday as we gather our mites we have an 
opportunity to share some of Godôs love and 
blessings that He has given us.ò  During the 
gathering of our mites, gifts were also given to 
Lutheran Braille Workers and Lutheran World 
Relief / Human Care. 

 
Reports were given and correspondence was 
shared.  Discussion was held on the College Care 
Valentines to be sent out in February. 

 
Fair Stand ñFun and Foodò Sunday is January 31.  
A benefit for Sherri Boyd will be held February 20.   

 
The meeting closed with prayer. 

 
       Ellen Czech, Secretary 
 

 
  
  ATTENTION - 2010 Confirmation Parents 

 

Mark this date on your calendar ï Wednesday, 
February 3, 2010, 7:00pm ï  
to meet with Pastor Andy to  
discuss preparation for the  
Rite of Confirmation Sunday,  
May 2, 2010.   
 
Each 8th Grade Confirmand  
will be completing a project  
that shows and explains their  
faith.  One option is to write a  
faith story.  A second option  
would be an art project or banner that shows what 
faith means to them.  Another option is to create a 
Baptism Scrapbook that includes an explanation of 
why their baptism is important to them as a Child of 
God.  Confirmands will share their faith projects at 
the Faith Celebration on Wednesday, April 28, 
2010 at 7:00pm.   
 

 

 

 

 

January   
Memorials 

 
In loving memory of her Janet Bahr, gifts were 
given to the Debt Fund by Marv & Nathlie Venzke 
and Eldred & Mavis Nehrbass.  
 

In loving memory of Ilma Niewolny, gifts were 
given to the Debt Fund, General Fund, and Trinity 
School by Nila Kuck, Harriet Krienke, Delbert & 
Joan Furan, and other family and friends.    
 

In loving memory of Lawrence Penno, gifts were 
given to the Debt Fund and Trinity School by Ferd 
& Dorothy Mais, Carl Penno, Paul & Joanne this, 
Verna & Joana Thies, Ruth Pal, Eldred & Mavis 
Nehrbass, Richard & Ellen Czech, Arnie & Sally 
Schroeder, Wil & Darlene Strack, and other family 
and friends. 
 

Thank you for your gifts! 

 

Official Acts & Monthly News 
 
 

Births / Baptisms / Released/ Weddings:  none 
Confirmed:  Ashley Ann Kottke and Jonathon Roy 
Kottke ï January 3, 2010 
Deaths:  Elma Niewolny was called to her eternal 
rest December 30, 2009.  The Christian burial was 
held here at Trinity on January 9, 2010. 
Lawrence Penno was called to his eternal rest 
January 8, 2010.  The Christian burial was held 
here at Trinity on January 12, 2010.  
Hospitalized:  Cheryl Eckert, Crystal Gardipee, 
Joe Kepner 
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2010 Family Friendly 
Midweek Lenten Series 

Wednesdaysðbeginning Feb 17 
7:00 ï 7:45pm 

 
This Lent, Pastor Andy will be 
leading us through the story of 
Jesusô life, suffering and death 
on the cross by taking a look at 
different items found in the  

passion story.  Beginning with Ash Wednesday, a 
different item will be handed out to each family.  On 
Ash Wednesday, February 17, each family attending 
worship will receive a wooden cross.  Each following 
Lenten service, a different item from the passion story 
will be distributed.  Items will also be handed out at the 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday 
services.  At the conclusion of the Lenten season, 
every Trinity family will have the opportunity to have a 
Lenten conversational piece and young children will be 
able to tell the story of Jesus passion by talking about 
each of the items.  Each service will have childrenôs 
message. 

2010 Vacation Bible School 
 

June 7 ï 11, 2010 
9:00am ï 12:00pm 

2 year olds ï grade 6 
 

Watch for more informaiton! 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2  -  Ryan Ellenbecker, Dean Frick                                                      
3  -  Tracy Albrecht, Mike Nowacki                                        
4  -  Derek Lavicka, Doreen  Weise                                                   
5  -  Becki Balz, Taylor Thurs                                                                                                                  
6 ï  Samantha Betzner,  

Diane Murkowski                                                 
7 -   Emily Frick, Nathan Heier                                                          
8 -   Joy Hoff, Mark Schroeder                                                    
10 -  Jamison Anderson, Jean Krueger                                         
11 -  Ellen Czech, Tanya Ellenbecker                                                           
12 -  Becca Belanger, Karen Bergmann, Bev Tiffany                                                                                        
13 -  Dominic Ficociello                                         
14 -  Ryan Hovde 
16 ï Autumn Westfall 
17 ï Nathan Eckert, Don Hardt, Ryanne Peter 
18 ï Matthew Weise 
20 ï Cindy Hardt                                     
21 ï Jordan Kuck, Julie Peter 
22 -  Haron Henrichs, Phyllis Pawlowski 
23 -  Alyssa Aschbrenner, Kyle Frane, Connor Westfall 
24 ï Robert Nowacki, Olivia Punke, Abigail Van Rixel,  
 Tanner Zunker  
25 -  Daltan Lavicka 
26 ï Kierra Penney, Colten Weiler                              
27 ï Todd Barkow, Cory Fliehs, Eldred Haehlke, 

 Laurel Zocher                                                
28 ï Sara Paul, Nick Rudolph                                     
29 ï Anna Nowicki  

 

February Wedding Anniversaries 

Trever & Amanda Ostrowski 02/09/2008 
Jay & Jenny Zunker  02/23/2001 
David & Linda Westfall  02/26/1972 
Jeff & Ericka Luetschwager 02/28/2009 
 

February Acolytes                

Saturday, February 6  7:00pm 
Tucker Roesler & Chayce Sauter 
Sunday, February 7  9:00am 
Shannon Boesl & Kasandra LeSieur 
Saturday, February 13  7:00pm              
Briana Lavicka & Daltan Lavicka                             
** Sunday, February 14 9:00am 
Sabrina Bunkelman & Bryana David 
Wednesday, February 17 7:00pm 
Kara Schwarting & Justin Schwarting 
Saturday, February 20  7:00pm              
Phillicia David & Karlee Woiak 
 Sunday, February 21  9:00am               
Tony Thurs & Joshua Van Rixel                                           
Wednesday, February 24 7;00pm              
McKenzie Brodziski & Emily Czech                               
Saturday, February 27  7:00pm                     
Kristin Heller & Jared Hovde                                        
Sunday, February 28  9:00am                                                                 
 
** school children sing 

February Birthdays 

1  -  LaVerne Call, Daniel L. Punke 
2  -  Marnie Ficociello, Ryanne Peter, Desirae  
 Weisenberger    
3 -   Olivia Punke, Parker Tischauser, Ava Zettler                                                    
4 -   Norma Heier, Matthew Weise 
5 -   Julie Peter, Marjean Zubke 
6  -  Cindy Hardt, Nila Luke, Jane Nehrbass                                                           
7  -  Louetta Krueger, Daltan Lavicka                  
8 -   Sara Dahl                                                            
9 ï  Kyle Frane, Doug Krueger, Mike Rudolph 
10 ï Kristi Redmann, Nick Rudolph 
11 -  Dennis Fladvid                      
13 -  Pastor Andy, Kandi Lavicka                                                   
14 -  Derek Czech, Sara Paul, Richard Paul                                                  
15 -  Betty Baumgartner, Travis Bergmann                          
16 -  Arline Augustine, Est her Mueller, Laurie Punke,  
 Kris Venzke                                                   
18 -  Brian Radloff                                                           
19 -  Marilyn Sjostrom                                                           
20 -  Lenora Hamann, Tucker Roesler,  

Del Schwarting                       
21 -  Lois Bunkelman, Mamie Hardt, Brian Wiese                             
22 -  Steve Dahl, Leslie Gerhardt, Jeremy Hart,  

Jacob Osterbrink                                                                                               
24 -  Nick Bunkelman, Leslee Schneveis                                                            
25 -  Randy Langhoff, Donna Westfall 
26 ï Amy Bormann, Kierra Penney, Travis Zettler 
28 ï Luke Mroczenski                                                 
29 ï Brandon Seefeld, Renee Tessmer                                                                                                
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February Baptism Birthdays 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth News 
 

Crusaders for Christ 
5th & 6th grade Youth Group 

 

Crusaders met for their monthly meeting January 
11th and opened the meeting with prayer and 
devotion, and discussed on how it feels to be left 
out.  A game was played about being ñleft outò. 
 
The annual Lock-In was discussed and youth 
agreed on ñJailed for Jesusò as the theme.   
Crusaders will be ñLocked Inò and ñJailed for 
Jesusò March 7th from 7:00pm Thursday  until 
7:00 Friday morning (there is no school on 
Friday!).  We are honored to have a special 
guest, Scrappy, from Camp Luther participating in 
the Lock-In. along with Pastor Andy, and how 
could we be ñjailedò without a visit by our Chief of 
Police, Aaron Stencil!                

 
Their next meeting will be Monday, February 8th.    
Emily Frick and Shay Boesl will be sharing their 
favorite Bible verses during the February meeting. 

  
 

Jr. High Youth Group 
 

The Jr. High Youth Group met January 10th and 
talked about how important it is to support one 
another ï always!  Select verses were read ï 
Psalm 18:18, Ephesians 4:14, and Psalm 94.18, 
and talked about how God supports us.  At the 
end of the meeting youth participated in a ñLap 
Sitò activity to experience what itôs like to be 
supported by others. 

 
Upcoming events ï Youth will provide the Easter 
Morning Breakfast served after the Sunrise 
Service to help cover expenses to attend the Jr. 
High Youth Gathering at Concordia College in St. 
Paul in the Spring.   

 
The next meeting of the Jr. High will be after 
worship on Sunday, February 14th.       
 
 

Camp Luther ñSummer Adventuresò 
 

 Camp Luther has activities for all ages ï  
pick up a summer  
brochure from the  
table in the   
Narthex. 
 
Childrenôs Camps 
Youth Camps 
Adventure Camps 
Family Camps 
Adult Retreats   
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2010 Youth Mission Trip Update 
 
 

The planning continues!  Participants met with Pastor 
Andy for the first of six Mission Trip Meetings on 
January 17th. ñLetôs Get Acquaintedò game was 
played to help participants get to know each other a 
little  better.    
 
Mission Trip Meeting #2 will be Sunday, February 
21st, 6:30 ï 8:30pm.  These meetings are 
opportunities for the group to continue to build 
relationships, and to prepare a Christ-like attitude for 
the mission trip.   
 
Currently 17 youth and 3 adults (with the possibility of 
3 additional youth) will be traveling to the Cass Lake 
area of north central Minnesota in June, and spend 
five days there as the hands and feet of Christ by 
helping preserve the hope and spirit of this 
community.  Participants will be serving through 
home improvement and childrenôs programs.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth to Host Lenten Dinners 
 

Ash Wednesday ï February 17 
 LYF - Soup Supper 
 
Wednesday ï February 24 
 Youth Mission Trip ï Spaghetti Supper 

 
Wednesday ï March 3 
 LYF - Soup Supper  
 
Wednesday ï March 10 
 Youth Mission Trip ï Soup Supper  
 
Wednesday ï March 17 
 LYF Soup Supper  
 
Wednesday ï March 24 
 Youth Mission Trip ï Taco  Supper 
 
Easter Morning ï April 4 (after Sunrise Service) 
 Jr. High Youth Group ï Easter Breakfast 
 

 

 

 

PTL is organizing a family winter activity day 

at Camp Forest Springs on February 14!  Bring 

the family for downhill or cross country skiing, 

tubing, ice skating or just relaxing in the lodge.  

Prices reasonable and rental equipment 

available for all activities.  They are open from 

1:00 ς 5:00pm.  Call Lisa Nowicki for pricing, or 

if interested in going - #257-7146. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community News &  

Other Events 
 

Bus Driver Appreciation 
 

Our Athens school bus drivers will be 
recognized for their dedication the week of 
February 15 ï 19, 2010.   
The drivers include:   
Bob Heckendorf, Moony  
Tessmer, Jerry Sjostrom,  
Gary Beastrom, Bernie  
Weiler, Stu Morse, Ray  
Brunke, Frankie Redmann,  
Chuck Kornack, Neil  
Bergmann, Dave Belter,  
Fritz Balz, Jackie Peel,  
Dave Weiler, and Doug  
Brodziski.  Richie Dahl,  
of Dahlôs Bus Service, is also recognized for his 
organizational skills in keeping everyone on track! 

 

The next time you see one of these drivers, 
or Richie, thank them personally for keeping our 
children safe.   
  

 

 

 ñThe Udder Plungeò 
Saturday, February 6, 2010 

Erbach Park, Athens 
 

 Pastor Andy will once again be jumping for 
the cause!  This fundraiser helps offset budget cuts 
mandated by the State of Wisconsin.   If you wish to 
make a donation toward Pastorôs ñjumpingò, please 
stop by the church office prior to February 6th. 
 
 Plans for the day include a Snow Volleyball 
Tournament, The Udder Snowshoe Race, Parade of 
Horse-drawn Sleighs, Cutter Rides all day, Log 
Sawing Contest, and Sawdust Treasure Hunt for the 
kids.   There will be fun for all ages! 
 

College Care Valentines 
 

LWML will be sending our College Care Valentines 
in early February to Trinity youth attending college, 
and living away from home.  To save on the cost of 
postage, the LWML plan on sending ñenvelopesò to 
the students.  Monetary donations are greatly 
appreciated to help purchase scrip / gift certificates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Trinity Opportunity 
 

We are eligible for a one-time GivingPlus phase-out 
Challenge grant from Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans in the amount of $7,180.  The amount of 
this grant is based on the average supplemental 
funds we received between 2007 and mid year 
2009.     
 
To receive the grant, we will need to raise twice the 
amount of the grant, $14,360,  through 2010 
personal contributions (not limited to Thrivent 
Financial members), and submit our request no 
later than June 20, 2010. 
 
With your help we can reach this goal by indicating 
on your weekly offering envelope that your donation 
is to go toward the School Fund (write the amount in 
the third section on the front of your offering 
envelope).  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact the church office.   Thank you.   
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Family Friendly Partnerôs Report 
Retreat on Marriage ï Jan. 22 & 23 

 

Eight members from Trinity attending a FFPN 
retreat at Wisconsin Rapids on the topic of 
marriage.  During this retreat, we took a look at 
marriage statistics at Trinity, current trends of 
marriage in the US, the challenges of marriage, 
and how Trinity can strengthen marriages.  The 
FFPN team is excited to begin work on 
tweaking the pre-marriage counseling program 
to extend past the wedding date and into the 
first year of marriage.  We are also looking into 
beginning a marriage mentor program.  Many 
marriage enrichment resources were shared at 
this retreat as well.  Hereôs a couple of 
interesting statistics about marriage at Trinity 
taken from the Family Needs Assessment 
taken last March: 
 

 76% of respondents are in their 1st marriage 

 10% of respondents are divorced 

 56% of respondents were married over 20 

years! 
 

 Top Need:  Help Rekindling Romance 

 Second Need:  Good Communication 

 Third Need:  Spousal Needs/Expectations 
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Council Meeting ï January 13, 2010 
 

President John Punke called the meeting to order and Pastor Andy opened with a reading from Romans chapter 

12, a lesson on love.  

 

Officers     Board of Elders   Board of Trustees 

President - John Punke (P)   Kevin Weise (P)   Ken Gaurke (P) 

Vice President - Ken Zettler (P)  Brian Luther (A)   Leonard Stauske (P)  

Secretary - Sara Paul (P)   Ken Punke (A)    Doug Krueger (P) 

Admin Assistant- Judy Weise (P)  Jay Schmidt (P)   Mark Punke (A) 

Rev. Andrew Alberts (P)                 Adam Halopka (P)   Russ Schneveis (A) 

Principal - Dean Frick (P)   Dwight Tolk (P) 

 

Board of Stewardship   Board of Christian Education  Youth Coordinator 

Kaye Natzke (P)    Neil Marthaler (P)   Dawn Mroczenski (P) 

Betty Baumgartner (P)   Lisa Nowicki (P)   

Vicki Halopka (P)    Cheryl Eckert (A)                   

Darlene Strack (P)    Wendy Brodziski (P)                

Tracy Albrecht (A)    Jackie Thurs (A)  

 

Secretary Report:  Minutes were approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Financial Report: The Financial Report indicated total income for December as $41,435; total expenses 

$40,195; resulting in a net gain of $1,239.  Line of credit balance was $0.  Organ Fund balance was $2,812.  

Major Building Repair Fund received donations of $296 leaving a balance of $9,597.  Fair Stand 

Repair/Maintenance fund balance was $10,524.  Trinityôs total debt, which includes the line of credit and 

dedicated funds, is $17,119 (due to the fact that we borrow from ourselves).  Altar Guild received donations of 

$30, Trinity School received $570, Lutheran Witness Subscription received $108, Circle of Joy received $500 and 

the Mortenson Trust received $550.  The Mortenson family transferred $1,160 of shares which will result in Trinity 

receiving $75 a month in interest.  Motion was made and carried to accept the Financial Report.   

Board of Stewardship:  New money counters have been scheduled.  Time & Talent Sheets are complete.                        

Board of Elders:  The Board welcomed their newest member, Dwight Tolk.  They are also looking for a new 

Greeter Coordinator.  If you are interested please see one of the Elders.  Please remember, if there is something 

you can help with, step forward.  Donôt wait to be asked.  Feedback on the Christmas services schedule was 

good.  Attendance was good on Christmas Eve at both services even with the bad weather.  School Board heard 

good comments.  With all the students involved in the services, the entire family was able to attend together.                  

Board of Christian Education:  Bob Whipkey from the District Office presented on what it means to be on the 

Board of Education.  He also presented on the National Accreditation process.  Could take 2 ï 3 years to become 

accredited.  The Board discussed options for next yearôs Christmas services.  The first service on the Sunday 

before Christmas was very well attended.  Second service included an estimate of 40 ï 50 plus parents.  The 

Board received the resignation of Julie Peter effective January 15, 2010.  Karen Bergman will be filling in until a 

permanent replacement is found.  Dean will be interviewing a candidate on January 14th.  There has been no 

discussion of consolidating current staff.     

Principalôs Report:  A Steering Committee for the accreditation process will be put together.  Dean received a 

checklist of items that we will need to meet in order to become accredited.  This includes looking at the school 

and church budgets, policies, interaction between church and school, working relationship between the two, 

facility and equipment.  The school would remain accredited for 5 years.  Becoming accredited not only shows 

that our school is a great school but will also help us develop plans for improvement.  Regarding the resignation 

of Julie Peter, the individual that will be interviewed on January 14th could start on Monday the 18th.  Also looking 

towards the future and what will work best for the school.  Staff may be shifted to bring out their strengths.  Would 

like to have everything in place by Spring  for the Preschool Preview Day.  The school checking account balance 

is $23,438 which includes $5,000 memorial donation that will cover some of the accreditation fees and $5,500 from the 

Friends of Christian Education Banquet which will be broken out as follows: $2,000 towards books, $2,000 for other school 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

is $23,438 which includes $5,000 memorial donation that will cover some of the accreditation fees and $5,500 

from the Friends of Christian Education Banquet which will be broken out as follows: $2,000 towards books, 

$2,000 for other school supplies and $1,500 towards scholarships. 

Board of Trustees:  The company that provides organ repair services sent a letter listing items that should be 

repaired on the organ, following some maintenance on stuck keys.  Determined to not schedule any repairs at 

this time.  The concrete steps by the school are falling apart.  Dean Ellenbecker gave an estimate of $6,000 to 

repour them and install a center railing.  Suggested to use a coated rerod to prevent future salt damage.  Also 

suggested to install a water heat coil in the steps to prevent ice/snow buildup.  Doug will be getting more 

information and a quote to include this.  Doug also received a quote to install aluminum plates over the current 

steps.  Price would be $4,285.  Concerns of the steps rotting out beneath the concrete were expressed.  

Decided not to go this route.  A member of the congregation has offered to do matching funds if the steps are 

repoured and a center railing installed.  Funds will begin being raised with a decision to be made at the 

February Council meeting on whether to include the heat coil.  Adam Halopka offered to trim the crab apple 

tree by the swings in Spring.  Furnace filters were bad, causing the furnace not to ignite.  Extra filters will be 

ordered and will need to be replaced once a year.  This could also save on heating costs.  To help with salting 

the sidewalks, a salt spreader was purchased for Frank.  As radon levels in residential basements can cause 

concern, the Parsonage was tested and resulted in a measurement of 8.4 of radon in the basement.  Anything 

over 4 is recommended to be monitored.  A kit has been purchased and will be monitored for 1 year.  To 

reduce radon levels, more ventilation will be needed. 

Youth:  Completed events include the Christmas Mission Project for LYF.  A collection of gifts were donated to 

11 children, 7 from the Giving Tree at the Athens Café and 4 from our congregation.  LYF members collected 

$174 and received anonymous matching funds, resulting in purchasing over $300 worth of toys and clothes for 

the children.  Jr. High collected items for the Ronald McDonald House in Marshfield and also attended the light 

show at Wildwood Zoo.  Jr. High also had a meeting on January 10th, Crusaders had one on January 11th and 

LYF will have one January 13th.  Upcoming events include: Potato Bake on January 16, Mission Trip to Cass 

Lake June 20 ï 25 and National Youth Gathering in New Orleans July 17 ï 21 for LYF; Moonlight Bowling 

(tentative) January 16 for Jr. High and LYF; Planning Meeting for Youth Mission Trip January 17; Planning 

Meeting for National Youth Gathering January 31; and Youth Gathering in St. Paul in April for Jr. High.  Lenten 

meal schedule is as follows:  February 17 ï LYF ï Soup Supper, February 24 ï Youth Mission Trip ï Spaghetti 

Supper, March 3 ï LYF ï Soup Supper, March 10 ï Open, March 17 ï LYF ï Soup Supper, March 24 ï Youth 

Mission Trip ï TBA, April 4 ï Jr. High ï Easter Breakfast. 

Pastor:  Christmas season went very well.  Plan for Lenten services will be to hand out crosses and every 

week a new item will be handed out, similar to what Pastor Dorn had done.  January 2011 will be the final 

Family Friendly Partners Network event.  A 3 ï 5 year plan will then be put into place.  There have been a few 

new members and Pastor is also working with some member spouses. 

Old Business:  None. 

New Business:  None. 

Motion was made and carried to adjourn the meeting.  Closed with prayer.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Sara Paul, Secretary   
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PTL Meeting Minutes 
January 10, 2010 

 

Chris Czech called the meeting to order.  Mr. Frick opened with prayer.   

Committee and Officerôs Reports 

The secretaryôs report was read and approved.  

Treasurerôs report indicated ending balance of $7,061.37.  Disbursements in November of $172 for bowling for 

Phy Ed classes.  Disbursements for December of $340 for students to go shopping, out to lunch and caroling.  

Deposits in November of interest of $3.83, Candle sales of $1,300 and Thrivent matching for candle sales of 

$200, $1,000 received from SCRIP and $5 interest.   The treasurerôs report was approved. 

rincipalôs reportðDean Frick reported there were positive comments received on the school Christmas 

program.  It was recommended that one program would be adequate as there were open seats in the first 

service and many of those in the second service were parents that attended both services.  Dean offered a 

thank you to PTL for providing food for the students in between services and a thank you to those members that 

helped prepare and serve the continental breakfast.  

Dean is still checking costs of Smart Boards, one quote was for $2,000. 

Next month there will need to be discussion on activities for National Lutheran Schools Week. 

Outdoor Education for 5th and 6th GradeðCost will be $696 with a 20% discount, plus gas and mileage for 

two drivers.  The students held successful candy bar sales.  They will leave January 27 at 9 am. to be at Camp 

Luther by 11:30 a.m.  A sack lunch will be needed for that day.  Laurie Brodziski has agreed to prepare them 

from the hot lunch program.  All other meals will be included.  They will return on Friday the 29th.  Deb Frick 

requested $300 to cover the difference of what was not raised from fundraising and to have a little start up 

money for the next trip.  Lisa Czech made a motion to cover the $300 and Dawn Mroczenski seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

SCRIPðLisa Czech reported she was able to give $1,000 to PTL at the end of December an additional $1,000 

to the church. 

There was $100 available for missions from SCRIP sales and $150 for missions from candle sales.  Becky Van 

Rixel made a motion that the total of $250 be given to the benefit for Sherri Boyd.  Rachel Gilles seconded the 

motion and the motion carried. 

Box TopsðDecember check was received. 

ScholarshipðChris Czech reported that the scholarship recipient Davis Zubke did successfully submit his 

transcripts, his grades met the GPA and he is enrolled in the second semester.  He will receive $250.   

Old Business 

Christmas CarolingðDawn Mroczenski contacted the youth leaders and the youth did not go caroling.  The 

Crusaders for Christ went after school one day. 

New Business 
ñHarold and the Purple CrayonòðBecky Van Rixel received information on this show at the Grand Theater.  
The cost of the show is $5 for grades K-2.  She requested that PTL cover the cost of the show for 17 kids and 
the teachers and chaperones.  Transportation would involve private vehicles.  Rachel Gilles made a motion to 
approve paying for the cost of the show and Lisa Czech seconded.  Motion carried. 
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ñWizard of OzòðRachel Gilles received information on this show being held at the Grand Theater on April 14.  

The cost of this show is $7.95.  She is requesting that the whole school attend.  This would require a bus for 

transportation.  Dean Frick is still deciding if he would allow his students to attend.  Lisa Czech made a motion 

to for PTL to pay for the cost of the show for the students, teachers and chaperones and the cost of the bus.  

Tracy Albrecht seconded.  Motion carried. 

Madison TripðRachel Gilles presented that this is the year to study WI history and it is tradition for the 3rd and 

4th grade students to travel to Madison to visit museums, veterans memorial, state capitol and go to the free 

zoo.  This year they will be attending with St. Anthonyôs.  She is considering May 28.  In the past PTL has paid 

toward the cost of the bus, which is approximately $600, which would be split with St. Anthonyôs.  Deb Frick 

made a motion for PTL to pay for half of the cost of the bus, and the entrance fee of $4 for the children and 

chaperones to go to the museum.  Lisa Czech seconded and the motion carried. 

Smelt FryðDawn Mroczenski presented that a date will need to be chosen soon and publicized, possibly the 
middle of April since Easter is early this year. 
 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted Lisa Nowicki, PTL Secretary 
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