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 NEW BEGINNINGS  
 
Have you ever noticed that life is filled with new 
beginnings?  Every January we begin a new year.  
Every spring brings along new life and growth.  In our 
own lives, we all experience new beginningsða new 
job, a new relationship, a new family member.  In my 
own life, Annie and I are going to experience the 
newness of a baby in the beginning of June.  What 
about you?  What does 2010 hold in the future for 
youðanything new?  
 
When you stop and think about it, new beginnings also mean the end of 
something else.  The start of a new year means the end of another.  Marriage 
marks the end of being single.  A new job means the old one is history.  A new 
baby means the end of the way it was.  This change from the old to the new 
can make bring a sense of apprehensionéWhat will this new job, new family, 
new life be like?  It is always a challenge to enter into the unknown.  Right 
now, Annie and I are trying to figure out what it will be like with another little 
baby as part of our family.  All we know is that life will be different! 
 
In Jesus Christ, each of us has experienced a new beginning.  In Romans 6, 
we hear how, ñwe were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life.ò  Through the waters of baptism, we have 
all experienced a new beginning.  Our sins have been washed away.  We are 
made holy and perfect in Godôs sight through the blood of Jesus Christ.  Each 
day, we remember our baptism and our new beginning in Jesus. 
 
As I look back on the end of 2009, there are so many things that I am thankful 
for.  I am thankful for the beginning of another year of school with a great staff 
and fantastic families.  I praise the Lord that throughout the year, Trinityôs 
operating debt was reduced from around $81,000 to $15,000!  I am also 
thankful for all that has happened at Trinity in 2009ða terrific Vacation Bible 
School, the Adult Mission Trip to New Orleans, the Youth Mission trip to 
Milwaukee, the completion of 40 Days of Love, and recently the creation of a 
new Christmas Tradition. 
 
Here at Trinity, we also have a lot to look forward to in our new year.  I canôt 
wait to attend and bring back tools from the Family Friendly Partnerôs Training 
Events scheduled for 2010 in areas like Marriage, Parent Education, and 
Human Sexuality.  Our youth will have two great opportunities to attend the 
National Youth Gathering in New Orleans or participate in the Youth Mission 
trip to Leech Lake Indian Reservation in Minnesota.  And Lord willing, Trinity 
will have a new Fair Stand by August!   

 
It is truly an exciting time at Trinityðso much to be 
thankful for and so much to look forward to!  May God 
bless your New Year and may all your beginnings start 
in Jesus Christ who gave us life! 
 

Pastor Andy 

 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principalôs Message 

Happy New Year! 
 
Do you have big plans for the new year? Did you make a New 
Yearôs resolution?  What is your motivation to put these new 
plans into effect?  Is it that Baby that was born in the manger 
on Christmas? 
 
It was the Baby Jesus that motivated the shepherds and the 
Wise men to stop doing whatever it was that they were doing 
and make new plans. They both wanted to see this thing that 
had happened.  They both had a portion of the Good News 
revealed to them.  The star and Old Testament prophecies 
revealed what had happened to the Wisemen.   The angels 
revealed what had happened to the shepherds.  The Bible has 
revealed what had happened to us.  So do something about it.  
Make new plans that include the King! 
 
Trinity Lutheran School believes that what we have to offer 
families in the Athens area is such a great thing, that we are 
going to try some new ways to get the word out about our 
school as well as make it affordable to those who want their 
children to receive a quality Christian education.  The first is 
our Family Referral Incentive.  If you refer a new family to 
Trinity and they enroll their child(ren), you will receive an $100 
tuition credit voucher.  This credit may be applied to your 
child(ren)ôs  tuition, or be given to the family that you 
recommend to help them with their tuition.  Letôs spread the 
word about our school. Second, we will be making more 
scholarships available to new families. These scholarships will 
be funded by direct donations as well as money received from 
the Friends of Christian Education Banquet. 
  
Also please make not of the following date and pass it along to 
anyone who may be considering sending their 4 or 5 year old 
to preschool or kindergarten:   
 

Preschool/Kindergarten Preview Day 
March 18th, 2010: 8:00-11:00am 

  
      Dean Frick 
      Principal 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                      
                                                         

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Trinity Lutheran 
Church & School 

 
 

Andy Alberts 
Pastor 

 

Dean Frick 
Principal / 7th & 8th Grades 

 

Deb Frick 
5th & 6th Grades 

 

Rachel Gilles 
3rd & 4th Grades 

 
Becky Van Rixel 

1st & 2nd Grades 
 

Julie Peter 
Kindergarten & Pre-K 

 

Carmen Woiak 
Pre-K Aid 

 

Judy Weise 
Administrative Assistant 

 

Donna Albrecht 
Custodian 

 

Laurie Brodziski 
School Cook 

 

Mark Schroeder 
Organist 

 
 
 
 

Trinity Elders 

Ken Punke ï 257-9312 

Kevin Weise ï 257-9904 

Jay Schmidt ï 257-7025 

Adam Halopka  - 257-7969  

Brian Luther ï 257-9301 
 
 
 

A congregation of the Lutheran 

ChurchðMissouri Synod 

2 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church News & Events  
 

Trinity LWML 
 

Trinity LWML met December 2nd for their annual 
Christmas Party.  The members, along with special 
guests, enjoyed a pot-luck luncheon.  LWML red 
mite stockings were gathered.  Dawn Mroczenski 
led the group in playing Bunco. 
       Ellen Czech, Secretary 
 

 

Life Sunday 
 

Life Sunday will be observed January 17, 2010.  
Lutherans For Life exists to help us understand the  
God-given value  
of life, to the life  
issues that  
Lutherans deal  
with every day.   
We need to  
remember that  
embryos in a  
Petri dish,  
babies not  
yet born, and  
those struggling  
with devastating disease are all human beings 
given value by God, decisions are made that 
recognize God as the Creator, Redeemer, and 
Preserver of Life.   
 

Bad News in Life: 

 We kill children over 3,000 times per day in 
our country and justify it as ñright.ò 

 We actually believe we help women by 
killing their children. 

 We give more value to a beached whale 
than to a severely disabled human. 

 We turn to death to solve the problems of 
life. 

Good News in Life: 

 Jesus came into the world as a light. (John 
12:46) 

 His crucifixion and resurrection give value 
and hope to all humanity.  (Hebrews 2:14) 

 He declares us His ñblameless and 
innocent children.ò  (Philippians 2:15) 

 He calls us to shine in the darkness.  
(Matthew 5:16; Philippians 2:15) 

 
 

Pennies for Life 
The penny jar is back!  What a great place to drop 
your spare change, or bring your penny jar from 
home and empty it here.  The pennies go to 
support Lutherans for Life of Wisconsin where 
educating about Life issues is their main goal. 

 

 

December   
Memorials 

 
In loving memory of her mother, Lillian Marth 
Hopperdietzel, a gift has been given to Trinityôs 
Debt Fund by Emily Brindle.  
 
 

In loving memory of Charlene Schmitt, gifts have 
been given to Trinity Lutheran School by Marv & 
Nathlie Venzke, Eugene & Doreen Weise, and 
Robert & Caroline Riemer.      
 

Thank you for your gifts! 

 
 

Official Acts & Monthly News 
 
 

Births / Baptisms / Released / Weddings /  
Deaths / New Members:  none 
 
Hospitalized:  Carrie Belanger, Claudine Janke 
 
 
 
 
 

LLL Zone 10 Winter Rally   
 

Lutheran Laymenôs League Zone 10 Rally will be 
Sunday, January 10th, 2010.  St. Paul Ev. 
Lutheran, Rural Colby (a.k.a. North Green Grove), 
is the host congregation and invites all of us to join 
them at 1:00pm, for a ñpot-blessedò meal followed 
by the meeting.   

 
 

Pastor Hunsicker will explain some exciting  
news about the Bulgaria Mission and ongoing  
successes, followed by the LLL business. 
 
St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church is located at N13520 
County Hwy. E, rural Colby.   
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January Baptism Birthdays 

4  -  Karen Gauerke, Kristopher Kottke                                                      
5  -  Nathlie Venzke                                        
6  -  Tom Mueller, Courtney Tesch                                                   
8  -  Jean Balz, Nicholas Peter                                                                                                                  
10 ï Susan Becker, Robin Sauter                                      
11 -  Mike Balz, Austin LeMay                                                          
12 -  Eli Bunkelman                                                     
13 -  Jason Christopherson                                         
14 -  Maureen Belanger, Mason Halopka,  

Miranda Komarek, Paige Westaby                                                           
15 -  Ken Scheffler, Adam Wassmann                                                                                        
17 -  Matt Anderson, Scott Roesler                           
19 -  Swayne Stencil 
20 ï Danielle Myszka, Michael Zenner 
21 ï Trever Ostrowski 
22 ï Celina Ellenbecker, Brandon Lippert,  

Don Rudolph 
24 ï Dave Kulas, Jr.                                     
25 ï Nila Koeller, Allen Natzke 
26 -  Carter Brunke, Jenna Heier 
27 -  Jena Zinkowich 
28 ï McKenzie Brodziski 
29 -  Talena Bliven, Allan Rothenberger,  

Cheryl Rothenberger 
31 ï Ken Punke , Jordan Tessmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Wedding Anniversaries 

Mike & Tammy Dahl  1/09/1982 
Dave & Chris Hart  1/21/1976 
John & April Schreiber  1/21/2006 
Mike & Lynn Balz  1/23/1981 
 

January Acolytes                

Saturday, January 1  7:00pm              
Kristin Heller & Lane Tessmer                   
Sunday, January 3  9:00am 
Bryana David & Phillicia David 
Saturday, January 9  7:00pm              
Ciera Bornheimer & Tucker Roesler          
Sunday, January 10  9:00am               
Sabrina Bunkelman & Karlee Woiak                    
Saturday, January 16   7:00pm      
Ryanne Peter & Briana Lavicka                  
Sunday, January 17  9:00 am  
Justin Schwarting & Kara Schwarting                     
Saturday, January 23  7:00pm        Emily 
Czech & Tony Thurs                                  
Sunday, January 24  9:00am           
McKenzie Brodziski & Daltan Lavicka                                          
Saturday, January 30  7:00pm                 
Cole Meddaugh & Ciera Bornheimer 
Sunday, January 31  9:00 am                      
Joshua Van Rixel & Phillip Marcott 
 

January Birthdays 

1  -  Alvera Anderson 
2  -  Jena Zinkowich    
3 -   Scott Roesler                                                    
4 -   Emily Frick 
5 -   Bernard Barkow, Don Hardt 
6  -  Michael Hake, Doreen Weise, Mike Zenner                                                           
7  - Dave Kulas, Jr., Ken Punke                  
8 -   Dean Frick, Jenna Heier                                     
10 ï Becca Belanger, Brian Boesl 
11 -  Paige Westaby                      
12 ï Larry Framke, Mark Schroeder,  

Todd Siekierzynski                                                   
13 -  Rebecca Balz, Jean Krueger, Taylor Thurs                                                  
14 -  Ryan Ellenbecker, Cole Meddaugh,  

Phyllis Pawlowski                              
15 -  Alyssa Aschbrenner, Todd Barkow,  

Nathan Heier, Eugene Weise                                                 
16 -  Craig Heller, Abigail Van Rixel                                                           
17 -  Matt Anderson, Karen Bergmann, Samantha 

 Betzner, Cory Fliehs, Diane Murkowski,  
Jenny Zunker                                                           

18 -  Anna Nowicki, Tanner Zunker                   
19 -  Ellen Czech, Joe Kepner, BJ Komarek                             
21 -  Tanya Ellenbecker                                                                                                  
22 -  Frank Koeller, Don Rudolph                                                            
25 -  Shirley Denzin, Haron Henrichs, Connie Radloff,  

Edna Riske, Colten Weiler 
26 ï Jillian Ewan, Justin Hein, Robert Nowacki 
27 ï Dan Call, Jesse Call, Eldred Haehlke,  

Laurel Zocher 
28 -  Lisa Nowicki 
29 ï Renee Becker, Nancy Haehlke, Jordan Kuck,  
 Bruce Radloff, Bev Tiffany    
30 ï Gena Baumgartner, Alice Prochnow 
31 ï Carol Fritz                                                                                                
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Youth Group News 
 

Crusaders for Christ 
5th & 6th grade Youth Group 

 
 

The Crusaders went Christmas Caroling during 
their meeting Monday, December 14th.  During 
Caroling they gave out the Christmas tree 
ornaments made at the November meeting.  After 
Caroling youth returned to Trinity for snacks and 
hot chocolate, and played a Christmas story gift 
exchange.            

 
The Crusaderôs next meeting will be Monday, 
January 11th.  Jake Denzine and Mikala 
Verpoorten will be sharing their favorite Bible 
verses. 
 
A winter lock-in will be discussed in January. 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior High Youth 
 

The ñChristmas Cookoutò was served before 
Advent Worship on Wednesday, December 16th.  
Profit totaled $250.00.  Thank you for your 
support! 
 
Instead of exchanging gifts for Christmas, youth 
collected items for the Ronald McDonald House 
in Marshfield.  Donations were delivered on 
December 30th.  The Ronald McDonald House is 
celebrating 26 years of existence!  After visiting 
the Ronald McDonald House youth were treated 
to dinner at Hudsonôs Grill, then went on to tour 
the light show at Wildwood Zoo.   
 
Our next meeting will be after worship on Sunday, 
January 10th.     
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2010 Youth Mission Trip  
 

The planning continues!  Fifteen youth and three 
adults are committed to attend the 2010 Youth 
Mission Trip to Cass Lake, Minnesota, June 20th - 
25th.  
    
Those attending are:  Ryanne Peter, Abigail 
Schreiner, Nathan Heller, Luke Mroczenski, Danny 
Trimner, Adam Wassmann, Matthew Weise, Dallas 
Zenner, Nicholas Peter, Emily Schreiner, Brooke 
Boesl, Joel Mroczenski, Nick Rudolph, David 
Trimner, Matthew Wassmann, Julie Peter, and Judy 
Weise. 
 

Last call for Youth Mission Trip Participants! 
We have a couple extra spots reserved for youth who 
are currently in 8th grade through High School 
seniors.  If you would like to be a part of this 
experience, please contact Pastor Andy or Judy 
Weise by January 11th.   We will be turning in our final 
participant numbers at that time.  This is your last 
chance!   
 
Mission Trip Meeting #1 will be Sunday, January 17th, 
6:30 ï 8:00pm.  There will be a total of six Mission 
Trip Meetings.  These meetings are opportunities for 
the group to build relationships and to prepare a 
Christ-like attitude for the mission trip.   
 

  
LYF Potato Bake 

 

Saturday, January 16th is the date the Potato Bake 
has been rescheduled for, serving in the church 
fellowship hall from 4:00 ï 6:30pm.  $6.00 per adult, 
and $3.00 for Kindergarten through Grade 6.   
 
Youth will be serving Baked Potatoes with the fixinôs 
and Mac & Cheese. 

 
Thank You! 

 

 Youth would like to thank everyone for  
their support of the Advent dinners.  Now we look  
ahead to the dinners  
during Lent!    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community News & Events  
 

Epiphany Tea 

The 2010 Epiphany Tea that was scheduled for 

Sunday, January 10th has been cancelled due to 

the clean up being done at Saint Anthonyôs as a 

result of the recent fire.  Our prayers go out to all 

the members of Saint Anthonyôs, and give thanks 

that the fire caused minimal damage.   

 

 

Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School 

WVLHS will soon be accepting registration 

applications for the upcoming 2010-2011 school 

year; application packets will be available beginning 

January 5, 2010.  There is a $50 registration fee 

discount if the registration is received before April 

30th.  Tuition assistance is available.  If you have 

any questions about WVLHS or would like a 2010-

2011 application packet, please call Mr. Beringer or 

Mrs. Wehrs in the school office at 715-693-2693. 

WE NEED YOU!  Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High 

School is currently seeing a DRAMA COACH to 

choose and direct a Spring 2010 drama production 

at WVLHS.  This is a very flexible position.  If you 

are interested, please call Jamie or Dave as soon 

as possible at 715-693-2693. 

Thrivent GivingPlus Update 

Thrivent sent out notification mid-December at that 

2009 funding allocated to the GivingPlus program 

has been spent in its entirety, resulting in more than 

$67 million to Lutheran organizations from Thrivent 

Financial and its members.  They will no longer be 

processing any more 2009 gift forms.  In 2009 

Trinity received $29,000 through the GivingPlus 

program. 

In 2010 Thrivent will be introducing a new program 

to help their members help Lutheran institutions.  

Itôs called Thrivent Choice.  We will be receiving 

more information about this new program in early 

2010.  In the meantime, you are encouraged to sign 

up to receive monthly email updates by visiting 

Thrivent.com/thriventchoiceinfo.   

 

Pro-Life Rally to be held at  
Trinity Lutheran Church, Wausau 

 
Mark your calendars ï Sunday, January 17th is the 
date for the Pro-Life Rally at Trinity in Wausau, 501 
Stewart Avenue.  The Outdoor Life Chain will begin 
at 1:30pm, and the Indoor Rally begins at 2:00pm.   
 
There will also be music and refreshments served.  
For further information call Chet at 212-6237 or Lana 
at 842-9803.   
 

Want to get your finances in order? 
 

Youôre invited to a free money management 
workshop series called More Than Money 
Matters®.  During the 4 week workshop held on 
Sunday nights, youôll learn how to make sharing, 
saving and spending decisions that align with your 
goals and values. Youôll also receive basic money 
management tools to help you budget and take 
steps to reduce debt and find money to save. 
 

The workshop series includes 6 sessions: 
Stewardship & Values / Communicating about 
Money / Setting Goals /  Credit & Debt / Finding 
Money to Save / Budget & Net Worth.that will be 
offered at Trinity Lutheran Church, Athens, on 
January17th, 24th and 31st and February 14th from 
6:30pm  to 8:00pm. The series will be presented by 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans representative Jody 
Meyer. 
 

The registration deadline is Monday, January 11th.  
To register, contact the church office. For more 
information, call Jody Meyer at 715-355-0676.  
 

The More Than Money Matters workshop is intended only to educate 
you about financial decisions.  It is broad in scope and does not consider 
your individual personal financial situation, which is unique.  The 
information and advice may not be appropriate in all cases.  No products 
will be offered to sale.  For additional important disclosure information, 
please visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.   

 
 

Family Friendly Partnerôs Network Retreat   
 

Marriage Ministry is the title for the upcoming 
retreat that will be held at St. Luke Lutheran Church 
in Wisconsin Rapids, January 22-23, 2010.    
 
ñChampionsò from  
Trinity will be attending  
the Retreat at St. Lukeôs  
and come back  
prepared to help with  
follow-up events and  
congregational events.   
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